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Join us in reading the Bible 
together. The Bible Reading 
Plan is a way to incorporate 
reading the Bible into your 
week. Each day read a passage 
and take a few moments to 
reflect. These verses are 
chosen by our staff and 
designed to complement the 
Sunday message.

Bible Reading Plan

John 8:49 –53
John 8:54 –59
John 10:28 –30
John 3:16
John 4:14

Reflection questions: 
What does it say? 
What does it mean? 
How can I live this out today?

Want to go deeper? Check out our discussion questions to engage more with the 
sermon this week. You can find them at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series

2019 Giving Statements: 
Year to date giving history is available electronically on Westwood Life, our 
church management software. If you have not yet created a login to Westwood 
Life, go to westwoodcc.ccbchurch.com, set up your account and follow the 
instructions to view and print your giving statement. If you need help accessing 
your giving records, please e-mail accounting@westwoodcc.org or call Liz 
Hetherington at 952-224-7374.

Cash or Check: 
To be recorded as a 2019 contribution, gifts of cash or check must be received 
at Westwood Community Church by 5:00pm on December 31, 2019. 
Contributions also qualify as a 2019 gift if postmarked on or before December 
31, 2019 or are made online through Westwood’s website by 11:59pm on 
December 31, 2019.

Stock or Mutual Funds: 
If you are considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the 
ministries of Westwood, please note that these transactions can take more 
than 30 days to process. You will find helpful instructions at westwoodcc.
org/giving. If you have any questions contact our Accounting Manager, Liz 
Hetherington, at 952.224.7374.

Thank you for your generosity in 2019!



Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot before 
or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you have, and 
give you a special welcome gift. Or you can text Connect to 952.234.3301. We 
have great programs for kids and students. If you have young children with you 
who get restless, we have a Family Room. The ushers can help direct you. For 
more info on everything happening here, check out westwoodcc.org.

Communion: Today In the service, we will experience communion. 
Everyone who is a follower of Jesus is invited to participate. You do not need 
to be a member of Westwood Community Church. The bread and cup will be 
passed to you as you are seated. Hold each element until everyone has been 
served. We will eat and drink together. Gluten-free bread is available at the usher 
stations in the back.

“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50I am not 
seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Very truly I tell you, whoever 
obeys my word will never see death.” 52At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-
possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never 
taste death. 53Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you 
think you are?” 54Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim 
as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, 
I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced at the 
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, 
“and you have seen Abraham!” 58“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I 
am!” 59At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple 
grounds.          John 8:49-59

Message:  If you obey Jesus’ word you will never die.

The Context: Opposition – who do you think you are? 

The Promise: Salvation – you will never die.

• What does “if you keep my word” mean?

• Why do we see death all around us?

• What happens the moment you die? 

At the moment of death…

• your spirit will be made _______________________. Hebrews 12:22

• you will be relieved of the _______________________ of this world. Revelation 22:2

• you will be given profound _______________________ in your soul.  Revelation 6:11

• you will experience deep _______________________.  2 Corinthians 5:6–8

• you will be with _______________________. 

The Implication: Transformation – fear is no longer your master!

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
Celebrate the joy and wonder of Christmas at the Sounds of Christmas concert! 
This year’s special guest is Christian recording artist Josh Wilson. Hear from 
the Westwood Choir and Orchestra, Kids’ Choir, worship leaders and rhythm 
section. Tickets are $18 and are available online. Performances are Friday, 
December 6 at 7:00pm and Saturday, December 7 at 4:00 and 7:00pm. Hosted at 
the Chanhassen Campus.

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS AT WESTWOOD!
Head to our website to see our schedule of services at all our campuses. While 
you are there, RSVP and let us know which one you and your family will attend!

You Will Never Taste Death  •  December 1, 2019  •  Joel K. Johnson



Illuminating Wisdom 
You Will Never Taste Death 

December 1, 2019 

1. Advent is coming! Is Advent familiar to you? Share with your group your experiences 
around Advent.  
 

2. Christmas can be a time of great joy, but also a time for many of great pain and sorrow. 
Share any emotions with the group that you may have as we approach this season. 
 

3. Read John 8:49-59 as a group. Verse 58 is one of the most powerful statements made by 
Jesus. Why do you think the Jewish leaders were moved to stone Jesus as he made this 
statement? 
 

4. Read verse 51 again. What does it mean to keep Jesus’ word? Does it just mean to know 
the Bible or is it something more? 
 

5. Are you afraid of death? What scares you about it? Be honest. 
 

6. We often experience fear when we are uncertain. Where are you uncertain in your life 
today?  
 

7. Scripture addresses what happens at the moment of death. Unpack each of these verses 
together as a group: 

• Hebrews 12:22 You will be made perfect. 
• Revelation 22:2 You will be relieved of the pain of this world 
• Revelation 6:11 You will be given profound rest in your soul 
• 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 You will experience deep at homeness 
• Philippians 1:21 You will be with Jesus 

Which of these gives you the most comfort? Why? Consider memorizing that verse.  
 

8. If fear is no longer your master, how would you live your life differently? 

 
When I get to heaven there will be three wonders there: 

The first wonder will be to see people I didn’t expect to see. 
The second wonder will be to not see people I did expect to see. 

But the greatest wonder of all will be to see myself there.-John Newton 
 

Want to go deeper? Check out our discussion questions to engage more with the sermon this week. You 
can find them at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series  




