
Ash Wednesday & Lent Services
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the 40-day period leading up 
to Easter. This is a time of spiritual renewal as we prepare for the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, February 26 
Bush Lake Campus: 6:00pm 
Chanhassen Campus: 6:00pm & 7:30pm 
Online Campus: 6:00pm & 7:30pm

Lent Services, Wednesdays March 4-April 1 
Bush Lake and Chanhassen Campuses, 6:00-6:30pm 
Online Campus: Weekly video devotionals in the Online Campus Facebook Group

Celebrating Pastor Joel
Next Sunday we will celebrate Pastor Joel Johnson’s 25 years of service here 
at Westwood Community Church. We are honored to have Dr. Leith Anderson, 
former Senior Pastor of Wooddale Church, as our guest speaker. Plan to join us for 
this very special time as we celebrate Pastor Joel.

Take the 90-Day Challenge
Get ready for God to bless. Learn more about the 90-Day Challenge, check out 
helpful resources, and connect with others on the journey.  
Visit: westwoodcc.org/90 Day

li fe & d ea th

FEBRUARY 16, 2020  |   JOEL K. JOHNSON

J O H N  1 1 : 1 – 1 6

Message: Jesus loved Lazarus and his family and let him die in order to show the 
glory of God and strengthen our faith and deepen our bond of affection for Him.

Six Observations:

1. Lazarus is sick.  John 11:1

2. Lazarus’ family sent for help to Jesus.  John 11:3

3. Jesus intentionally did not come as they asked but let Lazarus die.   John 11:6

4. Jesus loves this family.  John 11:2–3, 5–6

5. Jesus said that this sickness was for the glory of God.   John 11:4

6. Jesus wept. John 11:33–35

Warning: don’t invalidate grief or waste your sorrow.

It is well with my soul! Why? 

Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot before or after 
the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you have, and give you a special 
welcome gift. Or you can text CONNECT to 952.234.3301. We have great programs for 
kids and students. If you have young children with you who get restless, we have a Family 
Room. The ushers can help direct you. For more info on everything happening here, check 
out westwoodcc.org.

We're so glad you 'r e her e t od ay!
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Join us in reading the Bible together. The Bible Reading Plan is a way to 
incorporate reading the Bible into your week. Each day read a passage and take 
a few moments to reflect. These verses are chosen by our staff and designed to 
complement the Sunday message.

Reflection questions: 

What does it say? 

What does it mean? 

How can I live this out today?

Bible Reading Plan

You make ministry happen
Thank you for your financial giving! It allows the ministries at Westwood 
to continue throughout the year. In addition to our giving envelopes, 
here are some convenient ways you can give a one-time gift or set up 
recurring giving:

Online: A convenient and secure way to give is through our 
website. You can give a one-time or recurring gift.

Westwood App: Text westwoodapp to 77977 to get a 
response with a link to download the app. 

Giving Kiosks: Small giving kiosks are located on the 
Chanhassen campus at the Info Spots.

Text To Give: Text the keyword “westwoodBSL”,  
“westwoodCHN” or “westwoodONL” (online) to 77977. 

Want to go deeper? Check out our discussion questions to engage more with the 
sermon this week. You can find them at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series

John 11:1– 8

John 11:9 –16

2 Corinthians 1:3 –7

Isaiah 53:1– 6

Isaiah 53:7–12



LIFE AND DEATH 
Why God, Do You Allow this to Happen? 

February 16, 2020 
 

1. What do you think of when you imagine heaven? Share with the group. 
 
2. As we step into looking at Life and Death, when in your life do you remember first experiencing 
death? Share as a group. 
 
3. Have you ever experienced the loss of a loved one, or something you treasured in your life and your 
grief was so deep that it left you in agony, or despair? Have you ever questioned God saying, “Why did 
you allow this to happen?” Share with the group.  
 
4. Read about the death of Lazarus as a group. John 11:1-16. Is there anything new to you in this 
passage? 
 
5. In this passage in John, Jesus intentionally did not come when Mary and Martha asked, and he let 
Lazarus die. Discuss this as a group. When we pray and like Mary and Martha, and ask Jesus to show 
up, our prayers are not always answered in the way we wish. How have you seen this in your life? 
 
6. Read John 11:5. Jesus loved Lazarus and his family, and he loves you and your family. Share with the 
group how you may have felt the love of Jesus when you have experienced loss in your life. How does 
knowing that Jesus loves you change your perspective when experiencing loss?  
 
7. Read John 11:4 and Romans 8:28. Jesus said that this sickness was for the glory of God. Discuss this 
as a group. How would your posture change if you looked at sickness, death and loss this way? 
 
8. Read John 11:33-35. Jesus cares about us and he weeps with us in our sorrow. He knows and 
understands our grief. How does this help you as you grieve or how can this be of help to you in the 
future? 
 
9.We don’t specifically know why God allows death when He has the power to intervene. Which one of 
the certainties below resonates most with you as you reflect on death and suffering. Discuss as a 
group. 

1. Jesus loves you. God’s gift to you in unspeakable loss is Himself 
o Jesus weeps with you. He does not always answer our prayers the way we want, 

but his love is still present 
2. Jesus wants you to see that the resurrection of Lazarus is a picture of your resurrection 

o Read John 11:23-26 
3. Jesus wants you to let God’s glory be the center of your life story 

o Jesus’ attitude toward sickness is that is provides a platform so that the work of 
God will be displayed in His life and yours. 

  
 
Want to go deeper? Check out the Bible Reading Plan to engage more with the sermon this week. You can find it 
on the program at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series  


