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Join us in reading the Bible 
together. The Bible Reading 
Plan is a way to incorporate 
reading the Bible into your 
week. Each day read a passage 
and take a few moments to 
reflect. These verses are 
chosen by our staff and 
designed to complement the 
Sunday message.

Bible Reading Plan

Psalm 23
Luke 15:1–7
Isaiah 40:9 –11
John 10:11–21
Micah 5:2–5

Reflection questions: 
What does it say? 
What does it mean? 
How can I live this out today?

Want to go deeper? Check out our discussion questions to engage more with the 
sermon this week. You can find them at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series

2019 Giving Statements: 
Year to date giving history is available electronically on Westwood Life, our 
church management software. If you have not yet created a login to Westwood 
Life, go to westwoodcc.ccbchurch.com, set up your account and follow the 
instructions to view and print your giving statement. If you need help accessing 
your giving records, please e-mail accounting@westwoodcc.org or call Liz 
Hetherington at 952-224-7374.

Cash or Check: 
To be recorded as a 2019 contribution, gifts of cash or check must be received 
at Westwood Community Church by 5:00pm on December 31, 2019. 
Contributions also qualify as a 2019 gift if postmarked on or before December 
31, 2019 or are made online through Westwood’s website by 11:59pm on 
December 31, 2019.

Stock or Mutual Funds: 
If you are considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the 
ministries of Westwood, please note that these transactions can take more 
than 30 days to process. You will find helpful instructions at westwoodcc.
org/giving. If you have any questions contact our Accounting Manager, Liz 
Hetherington, at 952.224.7374.

Thank you for your generosity in 2019!



Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot before 
or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you have, and 
give you a special welcome gift. Or you can text Connect to 952.234.3301. We 
have great programs for kids and students. If you have young children with you 
who get restless, we have a Family Room. The ushers can help direct you. For 
more info on everything happening here, check out westwoodcc.org.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me— 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and 
there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—
only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 19The Jews who 
heard these words were again divided. 20Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. 
Why listen to him?” 21But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?”  John 10:11–21

Jesus tells those gathered around him…

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only ____________________________________. 

John 5:20

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down ____________________________________.   John 2:19

I have __________________ to lay it down and __________________ to take it up again.  Hebrews 2:9

This command I received  ____________________________________.   John 6:38

What Jesus’ words can mean to us…

Adjust our __________________.

Be open to the __________________.

__________________ what we find.

Jesus is __________________ in his word.

LIFE TRANSFORMED ONE-DAY EXPERIENCE
Life Transformed will equip you to grow in your faith, no matter where you are 
starting from. There is also the option to step into Membership at Westwood 
following the course. Saturday, January 25, 9:00am-3:00pm at Chanhassen and 
Bush Lake. Lunch is provided. Register online.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL GROWTH
Whether the New Year includes a potential job change, supporting loved ones 
through difficulties, or becoming a better leader, we want to help equip you to 
do it well. Check out our new classes starting in January on our website.

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep  •  December 29, 2019  •  Mark Nelson

we’re so glad 
you’re here!
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1. What is your first Christmas memory as a child? Did you grow up having a Manger scene 

or creche in your home? Have you carried on that tradition? 
 

2. Share with the group who first encouraged you to read the bible. Why do you think they 
did it? How did you respond to that encouragement? 
 

3. There is so much that calls for our attention today. Sometimes this gets in the way of our 
ability of being able to hear the voice of our Shepherd. To hear where he is calling us, to 
care for us, provide for us and restore our souls. What is your biggest distraction? Do you 
need to change something in your life in order to hear the voice of the Shepherd with 
greater clarity?  
 

4. Read John 10:11-21 Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for his sheep” This is the 5th of 7 “I am” statements in John. Shepherds take risks 
for the safety of their sheep. In what ways is Jesus your Good Shepherd? What difference 
has this realization made in your life?  
 

5. Read John 10:14-16, Jesus says “I know my sheep and my sheep know me”. The bond of 
shepherd and sheep is one of close intimacy. This is a mutual bond. This knowing goes 
beyond knowledge of who Jesus is. Reflect on this as a group. How do you listen to the 
voice of the Shepherd, Jesus? 
 

6. Read John 10:17-18. Why do you think that the Jews had difficulties with this message? 
 

7. What do these words mean for us? Jesus was not what the Jews expected. How can you 
adjust your expectations and be open to what Jesus has for you as we enter into the New 
Year? How can the group pray for you  

 

Want to go deeper? Check out the Bible Reading Plan to engage more with the sermon this week. You 
can find it at westwoodcc.org/current-message-series  on the program.    


