
September 8, 2019  |  Joel K. Johnson

Join us for dinner, hear highlights from the past year and get insight into the 
vision for the years ahead. Members will vote to approve the budget and 
leadership board candidates. The annual report can be found at the info 
spot and online. More info can be found at westwoodcc.org
Monday, September 16, Chanhassen Campus.  
Dinner: 5:30-6:00pm. Meeting: 6:30pm. RSVP online by 9/13 for dinner.

This 4-week gathering will equip you to grow in your faith, no matter where 
you are starting from. You can also step into membership at Westwood 
following completion of the class. 
Sundays, September 15–October 6, 10:30am–12:00pm.  
Classes offered at Chanhassen and Bush Lake Campuses. Register online.

Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot before or after the 
service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you have, and give you a 
special welcome gift. For kids and students, we offer great programs specially 
tailored to their ages. The Westwood Kids team is happy to help you get them 
connected. For more info on the great things happening here, check out 
westwoodcc.org.

COMMUNION
Today we will experience communion. We invite everyone who is a follower of 
Jesus to participate. You do not need to be a member of Westwood Community 
Church. The bread and cup will be passed to you as you are seated. Hold each 
element until everyone has been served. We will eat and drink together. Gluten-
free bread is available at the usher stations in the back.

We’re so glad 
you’re here today!

Annual Meeting

Life Transformed

T H E  PO W E R  O F  A  S I M P L E  I N V I TAT I O N
“Come,” he (Jesus) replied, “and you will see.” John 1:39

Message: When you invite someone to church it has the power to bless a 
person’s life, perhaps forever.

Why is an invitation so effective? 

• An invitation is _________________. 

• An invitation makes us feel _________________. 

Why people don’t come to church:

• “I’m too _________________!”  

• “Church is _________________!”

• “I don’t know what to _________________ .”

The people who encountered Jesus became “inviters.” 

Simple tips when giving an invitation:

• Be _________________. 

• Be _________________. 

• Be _________________. 

• Be _________________ (invite more than once).

Jesus is the BIG “I” = Inviter

• He gives the invitation to _________________. John 1:39

• He gives the invitation to _________________.  Mark 1:17 

• He gives the invitation to _________________.  Matthew 11:28

• He gives the invitation to _________________. John 15:4

Communion:  
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John 1:35- 42

Luke 19:1-10

Mark 1:16 -20

Matthew 11:28 -30

Revelation 22:17

Join us in reading the Bible together. The Bible Reading Plan is a way to 
incorporate reading the Bible into your week. Each day read a passage and take 
a few moments to reflect. These verses are chosen by our staff and designed to 
complement the Sunday message.

Reflection questions: 

What does it say? 

What does it mean? 

How can I live this out today?

Bible Reading Plan

You make ministry happen
Thank you for your financial giving! It allows the ministries at Westwood 
to continue throughout the year. In addition to our giving envelopes, 
here are some convenient ways you can give a one-time gift or set up 
recurring giving:

Online: A convenient and secure way to give is through our 
website. You can give a one-time or recurring gift.

Westwood App: Text westwoodapp to 77977 to get a 
response with a link to download the app. 

Giving Kiosks: Small giving kiosks are located on the 
Chanhassen campus at the Info Spots.

Text To Give: Text the keyword “westwoodbsl” or  
“westwoodchn” to 77977.

the power of a simple
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The Gospel of John #20 
The Power of Simple Invitation 

September 8, 2019 

1. There’s nothing like being included. We all long to be invited.  Share with a group a 
personal invitation you received in your life that you were super excited about. 
 

2. How did you come to attend Westwood?  When was that?  Was it a personal invitation?   
 

3. Who do you know that “used to go to church” but just don’t anymore?  Why do you 
choose to go to church?  Discuss as a group. 
 

4. What hesitancies do you have about inviting others to attend church?  What are your 
fears?  How can you overcome them? 
 

5. The Bible is full of stories of invitation!  From Genesis to Revelation there is invitation. 
Andrew invites Peter, Philip invites Nathaniel, the Samaritan women invites her neighbors 
and Matthew invites Jesus.  Read John 4: 4-30, the story of the Samaritan woman at the 
well.  As you look at verses 28-30, why do you think that people came out of town and 
were eagerly willing to drop everything to make their way towards Jesus? 
 

6. The best argument for Christianity is Christians: their joy, their certainty, their completeness. But 
the strongest argument against Christianity is also Christians--when they are somber and joyless, 
when they are self-righteous and smug in complacent consecration, when they are narrow and 
repressive, then Christianity dies a thousand deaths. -Sheldon Vanauken   
When you read this quote and reflect on the Samaritan Woman, how do you think the 
people in the town viewed her?  Do you have excitement around what Jesus has done in 
your life?  
 

7. Read Luke 5:27-31 What do you notice about who Matthew gathered at his house?  
Matthew (Levi) wasn’t shy about inviting his tax collector friends and other “sinners” to 
meet Jesus.  Reflect on this as a group. 
 

8. We all have different people whom we engage with every day; people in our families, at 
work, in our neighborhoods and our friends. Who do you feel God prompting you to 
invite?  Turn these promptings into prayer requests for the group.  Pray for courage to 
invite, for the words to use in the invitation and that those you invite would be brave and 
say, “yes”! 
 
We are saved to serve; we are redeemed to reproduce spiritually; we are fished out of the 
miry clay so that we in turn may become fishers of men. - Joel Johnson 


