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Join us in reading the Bible 
together. The Bible Reading 
Plan is a way to incorporate 
reading the Bible into your 
week. Each day read a passage 
and take a few moments to 
reflect. These verses are 
chosen by our staff and 
designed to complement the 
Sunday message.

Bible Reading Plan

Exodus 16:1–3, 11–16

Deuteronomy 32:7–12

Matthew 3:1–9

Matthew 3:10 –17

Matthew 4:1–11

Reflection questions: 
What does it say? 
What does it mean? 
How can I live this out today?

You make ministry happen
Thank you for your financial giving! It allows the ministries at Westwood 
to continue throughout the year. In addition to our giving envelopes, 
here are some convenient ways you can give a one-time gift or set up 
recurring giving:

Online: A convenient and secure way to give is through our 
website. You can give a one-time or recurring gift.

Westwood App: Text westwoodapp to 77977 to get a 
response with a link to download the app. 

Giving Kiosks: Small giving kiosks are located on the 
Chanhassen campus at the Info Spots.

Text To Give: Text the keyword “westwoodbsl” or  
“westwoodchn” to 77977.
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Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot before or 
after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you 
have, and give you a special welcome gift. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. The Westwood 
Kids team is happy to help you get them connected. For more info on 
the great things happening here, check out westwoodcc.org.

Life Transformed
Life Transformed is an interactive 4-week gathering taught by Westwood Pastors 
that will equip you and encourage you to grow in your faith. If you have not yet 
taken a step of involvement beyond worshiping on Sunday, or if you’re looking for 
a new start, Life Transformed is for you. Sundays, August 4-25, 10:30am-12:00pm. 
Register online.

Summer Camp Registration
It’s not too late to give your kids an amazing summer camp experience! August 
summer camps are available for kids in grades 3-5, middles school students and 
high school students. Get all the info and register online.

We’re so 
glad you’re 
here today!

Road Trip
...to the Deserts

Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they 
traveled in the desert without finding water. 23When they came to Marah, they could not drink 
its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 24So the people grumbled 
against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?” 25Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD 
showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became fit to drink. There 
the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to the test. 26He said, “If you 
listen carefully to the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his 
commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the 
Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you.” 27Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve 
springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water.     Exodus 15:22-27

Big Idea: Embrace uncomfortable elements as the regiment for ____________________. 

How do I then embrace the desert? 

1. Source your strength in __________________.

2. Stand in God’s __________________.

3. Settle with __________________.

Place of Escape

Passed through Water

Time in Desert

Result of Trials

years

Israel Jesus

days
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1. The Road Trips that we take can be life changing and can be experiences that we never forget. 
They can be challenging and can push us to our limits physically, emotionally and spiritually. 
Share with the group a trip that was unforgettable. 
 

2. Deserts can be hot and uncomfortable. We often have our own desert experiences as we journey 
through life. They are the uncomfortable things in our lives, like difficult relationships, situations 
in your work or family or unfamiliar territory. Where do you turn to first when you are pressed in 
and uncomfortable? Be honest. 
 

3. Read Exodus 15:22-27 as a group. What strikes you in this text. Discuss as a group. What does this 
passage show us about God, His character and His plan? 
 

4. The Israelites quickly moved from celebrating the passing through the Red Sea to grumbling at 
Marah about the water. We all can have things that we grumble and complain about. Where do 
you find yourself “grumbling” the most? (money, traffic, work, health, challenging relationships) 
Share with the group. 

Read Philippians 2:14-16 Reflect on this verse as a group. 

5. As the Israelites grumbled about the water, Pastor Zac talked about that they seemed to be 
reluctant to trust God in that moment of discomfort and that our problems are viewed as being 
greater than God’s presence. Why is it hard for us to trust God? 
 

6. Pastor Zac said, “I believe that God subjected the Israelites to the wilderness not to get them out 
of Egypt, but to get Egypt out of them” and that they were being prepared and developed and 
matured as they moved towards the Holy Land and fulfill the calling to bless all the other nations 
around them. Discuss this as a group.  
 

7. One way we can embrace our desert moments is to “stand in God’s power”, take a pause, take a 
breath, hear from God and spend time in His word. What does this look like for you personally right 
now? Do you need to change or re-energize your plan? Brainstorm as a group what this could look 
like. How can you be accountable to one another in this? 
 

8. Desert seasons require patience. We want to walk through them quickly instead of allowing time 
for God to develop us. There is hope on the other side as we find our purpose, our place and our 
calling. What uncomfortable desert moment do you find yourself in? Share with the group and pray 
for one another.  

 
 


