
Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and through the 

people of Westwood visit westwoodcc.org/stories

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

Join us next week for “Give and it Will Be Given 
to You,” the final message in the series Paradox: 
Coming to Grips With the Contradictions of Jesus. 

westwoodcc.org
Chanhassen • 952.224.7300 
Minnetonka • 952.224.7400 

Advent Sundays    November 27–December 18
There are over 200 names given for Jesus in the Bible. Each one brings us closer to 

knowing who He is. We’d love for you to join us for this Advent message series.

unto us a child is born
December 4, 2016



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 
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Welcome to Westwood!

COMMUNION TODAY

Today we will experience Communion. We invite everyone 
who is a follower of Jesus to participate. You do not need to 
be a member of Westwood.

In the morning services, the bread and cup are passed to 
you as you are seated. Hold each element until everyone has 
been served—then we eat and drink together. Gluten-free 
communion bread is available at usher stations.

In the evening service at our Chanhassen campus, we invite 
you to come forward to the stations at the front of the aisles. 
The first server will be holding a tray of bread. Choose a piece 
and move to the second server holding the cup. Dip your 
bread into the cup, eat and drink before returning to your 
seat, using the walkways behind the side tiers. Gluten-free 
communion bread is available at the front of the left side aisle.

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT

It wouldn’t seem like the Christmas season without great 
music. Join us for a special musical event Friday, December 9 
at 7:00pm or Saturday, December 10 at 5:00 & 7:00pm at the 
Chanhassen campus. Comedian Bob Stromberg will get you 
laughing and special guest Joel Hanson will put a song in your 
heart. Also featured are Westwood’s own Choir, Orchestra 
and Kids’ Choir. Tickets are on sale on our website.

We long for someone to shoulder the burden. 

We need to look back in order to look forward. 

 The questionable survival of _______________________ temple. 

The discouraging government of _______________________ world.

 The encouraging promise of _______________________ prophecy. 

The right time for a different kind of _________________ with a different kind of _________________.

How do these four astonishing titles take effect? 

See how __________________ is running things. 

Be who ________________________ made us to be. 

unto us a child is born
12.04.2016      Someone to Share the Burden      Joel K. Johnson

STOCK/MUTUAL FUNDS YEAR END GIFTS

If you are considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the ministries of Westwood, 
please note that such transactions can take more than 30 days to process.  
Email accounting@westwoodcc.org with the type and quantity of stock. Privacy laws limit the ability 
of brokers to give us this information. Contact Liz Hetherington at 952.224.7374 with any questions.



Someone to Share the Burden 
Isaiah 9:2–7 NIV; Luke 2:1–20 

 
 

1. Open your group by reading the prophetic promise in Isaiah 9:2–7 and the actual coming of the 
Christ Child in Luke 2:1–20. You can take turns or have one or two people read. Have each group 
member listen and ask God to speak to you personally about a specific word, or action that stands 
out to you as being meaningful or helpful from this reading. Share it with the group.  

 
2. Our Advent Series is looking at Isaiah’s prophecy. Each week we are looking at a phrase or the 

traits of the coming Christ revealed by Isaiah and then realized in Christ. This week is about 
‘government.’ Please preserve civil dialogue, but why do you think we pin so much hope on 
political candidates? Why do emotions arise so much in our election cycles?  

 
3. Isaiah says, Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given; and the government will be on his 

shoulders.’ Pastor Joel said, “If you don’t have a sigh of relief at those words, then you haven’t 
really been listening.” Listening to what? Dialogue around that question. Do you agree that when 
we think of Christ’s coming we tend to apply it personally for our own salvation, but not globally 
in terms of the world in which we live and the governments that lead our nations?  
 

4. We need to look back in order to look forward. Summarize from the message the political back 
drop of Isaiah’s time with Israel being divided into the Northern and Southern Kingdom and the 
role of the government in that divide. Do the same with the backdrop of Caesars world when 
Jesus arrived.  
• The point is that the child who is born is the true king from the house of David. Jesus arrives 

in the world of the Roman Empire and undermines it with news of a different empire, and a 
different kind of emperor. Jesus isn’t simply another politician on whom everyone can pin 
their hopes and who will then let them down. How is Jesus’ rule different than that of existing 
rulers?  

• Would you agree that we are today hungry for exactly that difference, and Christmas is the 
time to ponder it? 

 
5. Isaiah promises a king who is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince 

of Peace. How do these four astonishing titles take effect?  Answer by considering how Jesus got 
the kingdom up and going when he began his ministry. We see in Him a glimpse of how God 
runs things. We know when we receive Christ we receive His power to run things the way He 
runs things. So what does it look like for us to be like Jesus in how we live, and interface with our 
government so that we would bring about transformation today in God’s Kingdom on earth verses 
just waiting for the consummation of God’s Kingdom when Christ returns again? Identify 
specific ways of Christ that we live out because of the Holy Spirit’s work in us. 




