
Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

November 20, 2016

Join us next week for “Give and it Will Be Given 
to You,” the final message in the series Paradox: 
Coming to Grips With the Contradictions of Jesus. 

westwoodcc.org
Chanhassen • 952.224.7300 
Minnetonka • 952.224.7400 

Advent Sundays    November 27–December 18
There are over 200 names given for Jesus in the Bible. Each one brings us closer to 

knowing who He is. We’d love for you to join us for this Advent message series.



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVEFOR CAMPUS SPECIFIC EVENTS, VISIT WESTWOODCC.ORG

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering 
the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 

Welcome to Westwood!

GIVE HOPE THIS CHRISTMAS 

Hope for the Holidays is our annual gift drive benefiting 
families in need in our community. Starting today 
you can pick up a gift tag off the tree, purchase and 
wrap the requested item and return it to the church 
by Sunday, December 4. We are partnering with local 
agencies to distribute the gifts. 
Chanhassen Campus: Lower Link 
Minnetonka Campus: Info Spot

Acts 20:35 (NIV)

GIVE AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU November 20, 2016

Today’s Paradox:  It’s better to give than to receive

There is a rhythm for life: 

Three things you must know about giving: 

4 Your giving gets noticed and is __________________ to your account in heaven     Philippians 4:17

4 Your giving is a ___________________ that pleases God     Philippians 4:18

Four traits of God to be reflected in how we give: 

Give ________________________ 

Give ________________________ 

Give ________________________ 

Give ________________________ 

4 Your gift demonstrates _______________ in God to supply all your needs  Philippians 4:19

CHILD DEDICATION

Child Dedication is our special way of celebrating the 
gift of a new baby through birth or adoption. As a 
church family, we stand with parents in praying for their 
child and committing to help them raise their young one 
to grow to know Jesus. For information on having your 
child dedicated, head to our website.

STOCK/MUTUAL FUNDS YEAR END GIFTS

If you are considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the ministries of Westwood, 
please note that such transactions can take more than 30 days to process.  
Email accounting@westwoodcc.org with the type and quantity of stock. Privacy laws limit the ability 
of brokers to give us this information. Contact Liz Hetherington at 952.224.7374 with any questions.

God gives...  we  receive...  
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Coming to Grips with the Contradictions of Jesus #12 
“Give and It Will Be Given to You”  

 
1. Choose one of the options: Either share about someone who gifted you in a time of need that 

helped meet that need or a time you gave to someone something that helped meet their need. How 
did it impact them and you?  
 

2. Our last paradox in this series is It is better to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). It carries the idea 
that we get more from giving than we can receive from keeping. Yet, our natural inclination is to 
keep more than to give more. Why is that?  
 

3.  Pastor Joel has presented many times what he calls The Rhythm of Life flowing from our 
Westwood vision statement which is grounded in the Abrahamic Covenant: We are a community 
living with open hands receiving from God all that He wants to give believing He wants to give 
us a lot. And with open hands giving it away believing you cannot out-give God. Review what 
The Rhythm of Life is and why it is so important in the way we live our everyday lives.  
 

4. Read Philippians 4: 10-20. Paul is in prison and closes his letter with words of gratitude for the 
generosity of the church of Philippi who presented gifts to meet his need. Paul is undone by their 
generosity and communicates three promises or truths that affirm Jesus’ words ‘give and it will 
be given to you.’ They help us understand why it is better to give then to receive. Review each 
and raise questions about each promise or share why you think this is a motivation to embrace 
giving as a way of life.  
• Your giving gets noticed and is credited to your account in heaven Philippians 4:17 
• Your giving is a sacrifice that pleases God    Philippians 4:18 
• Your gift demonstrates trust in God to supply all your needs  Philippians 4:19 

 
5. The primary reason giving is better than receiving is that we are made in the image of God and 

reflect that image in our generosity. It’s a sweet-smelling aroma to God. God is less concerned 
with ‘what’ we give but ‘how’ we give. Review each trait and the texts that reinforce these truths. 
Share how each relates to God Himself. Then share the trait that best describes the manner of 
your personal giving or the trait that you would like to most grow in.  
 
• Give cheerfully: 2 Corinthians 8:2; In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy 

and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Cheerful 
generosity.  

• Give sacrificially: 2 Corinthians 8:3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 
and even beyond their ability.  

• Give voluntarily: 2 Corinthians 8:3b-4 Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us 
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.  

• Give impactfully 2 Corinthians 8:5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 
 

6. Have you taken a step up the ladder of joy? If so, what has it done for your faith. If not, would 
you consider doing so? 

 


