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Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

November 13, 2016

Join us next week for “Give and it Will Be Given 
to You,” the final message in the series Paradox: 
Coming to Grips With the Contradictions of Jesus. 



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 
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Welcome to Westwood!

IS YOUR HEART HEAVY FOR THE HOLIDAYS?  

For those grieving the loss of a loved one, the holidays 
can be a difficult season. One filled with sadness and 
even dread. Surviving the Holidays is a seminar that 
will give you hope and healing. You’ll learn how to 
deal with the emotions you are experiencing, how to 
handle traditions, and get helpful tips for handling 
social events. Monday, November 21, 7:00-8:30pm, 
Chanhassen campus.

ENSLAVED TO BE FREE November 13, 2016

Today’s Paradox: You must be a slave to be free  John 8:31-36

How does your faith in Jesus Christ lead to life-changing freedom?  

Romans 6:1-7; 11-18

4 You must recognize what _______________________ you personally    

Key Word: _______________________

4 You must realize the rich _______________________ available to you because of your 
_______________________ in Christ

Key Word: _______________________

United in Christ’s _______________________

United in Christ’s _______________________

4 You must live out daily your new _______________________

Key Word: _______________________

Three questions that come to mind: 

How does it work?

 

Why does it take so long? 

Why is it so hard? 

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT

It wouldn’t seem like the Christmas season without 
great music. Join us for a special musical event Friday, 
December 9 at 7:00pm or Saturday, December 10 at 
5:00 & 7:00pm at the Chanhassen campus. Comedian 
Bob Stromberg will get you laughing and special guest 
Joel Hanson will put a song in your heart. Also featured 
are Westwood’s own Choir and Orchestra and Kids’ 
Choir. Tickets are on sale on our website.

STOCK/MUTUAL FUNDS YEAR END GIFTS

If you are considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the ministries of Westwood, 
please note that such transactions can take more than 30 days to process.  
Email accounting@westwoodcc.org with the type and quantity of stock. Privacy laws limit the ability of 
brokers to give us this information. Contact Liz Hetherington at 952-224-7374 with any questions.



Coming to Grips with the Contradictions of Jesus #11 
“Enslaved to Be Free” Romans 6:1-7; 11-18; John 8:31-36 

 
1. When you first came to faith in Christ how did you see your life change? Share about an attitude 

change, physical change, a change of habits or priorities, etc. Did the change come quickly or was 
it more of a slow change over time? 
  

2. Today’s Paradox: You must be a slave to be free. Someone in the group read Romans 6:1-7; 11-
18; John 8:31-36. Jesus is saying and Paul is reinforcing that when you put your faith in Christ it 
changes your life in real tangible ways so that you will enjoy real freedom. Freedom from what? 
Freedom from slavery to sin as you become a slave to righteousness(Christ).  
 

3. Most people feel they should see greater change in themselves and in others they know who 
proclaim faith in Christ. In Romans 6, Paul explains how your faith leads to life change and 
freedom. In verse 1, some who heard we are saved by grace not by works asked: What shall we 
say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? If salvation is about grace, and 
doesn’t have to do with the way you live, then why not live the way you want to live, believe 
what you want, do as you please? How would you answer that question? Does the abundance of 
grace encourage sin? Does it give me any motivation to fight sin? 
 

4. Pastor Joel identified three crucial truths that lead to life change.  
a. Slavery: You must recognize what enslaves you personally. Read Romans 5:15-16. Two 

kinds of people are identified – who are they? Is there are third option? Can you be 
vulnerable and as a group share the kinds of things that enslaved you? What power does a 
slave owner have over a slave? How does this apply to sin? Can you see where you are 
tempted to let things, or people be god over your life rather than letting God be over your 
life? 

b. Unity: You must realize the rich resources available to you because of your unity in Christ. 
Read again, Romans 6:2-5. Who are the baptized? What does it mean to be united to Christ in 
his death? In his resurrection? What did you think about Pastor Joel’s description of the word 
palingenesis? How might this impact personal life-change?  

c. Identity: You must live daily out of your new identity. Read Romans 6:6-7. Are you the 
same person after coming to Christ? Answer the question from verses 6-7 and Romans 6:11-
14.  

 
5. Three questions that may come to mind: How does this change work practically? What does it 

take so long? Why is it so hard? The summarize with each other the three truths that bring about 
real life change and true freedom. Do you feel free from sin? Is there sin that enslaves you today? 
What can you do about it.  
 


