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Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

We’re hiring! We have a number of part-time and full-time positions we’re looking to fill.
For details about employment opportunities at Westwood, visit westwoodcc.org/employment

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

Want to 
be part of 
our team?

September 18, 2016



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you 
have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we offer great programs specially 
tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to 
God, who first loved us. 
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WEAK TO STRONG September 18, 2016

Matthew 23:12 (NIV)
For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

2 Corinthians 12:7b-10 (NIV) 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 

Welcome to Westwood!

ANNUAL MEETING & DINNER

We’ll celebrate the work of God here at Westwood and 
hear from Pastor Joel on what’s in store for our future at 
our Annual Meeting. Join us Monday, September 19 at 
the Chanhassen campus. Register online for the dinner 
at 5:30pm. The meeting follows at 6:30pm. Everyone is 
welcome. Members are able to vote on budget, leadership 
and proposed Constitution changes (for absentee ballots: 
ballotrequest@westwoodcc.org). 

If you have one, bring your Westwood key tag to sign in. 
Visit our website for information on Leadership Board, 
meeting agenda, menu and Constitution draft.

The Annual Report is available in the literature racks.

TAKE A TUESDAY NIGHT CLASS 

Ever wonder how to grow in your faith and be awakened 
to all that you were designed by God to be? Westwood 
has seven classes starting soon to get you on your way. 

Sign up for a Tuesday night class:  
Alpha, Essentials, LifeKeys, Care With the Love of Jesus 
Christ, Faith Search Discovery, Love the Word–Learn the 
Word–Live the Word, and Transformational Leadership: 
Foundations. More information is available on our website 
and in Volume ONE.

Volume ONE lists more events and ways to connect for 
adults of all ages and great programs for students and 
kids. Pick up your copy at a building exit. We have a place 
for you here.

The path of pride   The path of humility

Weakness   å   Humility    å   Strength 



Paradox  
Weak  to  Strong  

  
Small  Group  Discussion  Questions  
  

1.   Week  3  of  this  Paradox  series  –  what  are  one  or  two  high  points  of  what  you’ve  learned  
so  far  in  the  series?  
  

2.   From  Sunday  –  Weak  to  Strong  –  what  resonated  with  you  from  Sunday’s  message?  
  

3.   Read  Matthew  23:12  together.  Prior  to  this  verse,  Jesus  lays  out  two  different  paths.  
One  is  the  path  of  pride  (Pharisees),  and  one  is  the  path  of  humility  (disciples).  
  

4.   Path  of  pride  seems  to  have  5  different  steps  to  it.    
a.   Don’t  practice  what  you  preach  (Matthew  23:3)  
b.   Make  faith  about  unbearable  religious  demands  (Matthew  23:4)  
c.   Do  it  all  for  show  (Matthew  23:5)  
d.   Take  the  most  important  seat  (Matthew  23:6)  
e.   Crave  personal  recognition  and  titles  (Matthew  23:7)  

When  you  read  these  things,  and  look  at  this  list,  which  of  these  do  you  sense  is  a  
struggle  for  you,  and  why?    
  
We  may  find  ourselves  in  a  spot  at  any  given  point  that  these  things  are  present  in  us.  
How  do  you  think  we  can  recognize  when  they  are?  
  

5.   Path  of  humility  has  fewer  steps.  
a.   Let  go  of  the  title  (Matthew  23:8)  
b.   Take  hold  of  belonging  (Matthew  23:9-10)  
c.   Serve  (Matthew  23:11)  

Which  one  of  these  do  you  feel  like  you’re  doing  well  in?  What  is  one  of  these  steps  that  
you  sense  that  you  would  like  to  grow  in?  

  
6.   Humility  can  be  a  difficult  pursuit  for  us.  Why?  

  
7.   Read  2  Corinthians  12:7-10.  Lots  of  good  stuff  here.  

  
a.   How  can  a  weakness  like  the  one  that  Paul  describes  here  actually  become  a  

place  of  strength  for  us?  
b.   As  you  read  this,  do  you  find  a  sense  of  encouragement  from  reading  Paul’s  

points  here?  
  

8.   There  are  a  few  pursuits  to  learn  from  this  passage  of  scripture  when  it  comes  to  
weakness  becoming  strength:  

a.   Prayerfully  embrace  weakness  
b.   Receive  God’s  grace  
c.   Celebrate  weakness  

Which  of  these  three  comes  easily  for  you?  Which  of  these  three  is  difficult?  
  

9.   When  you  take  an  inventory  of  your  life  right  now  –  where  are  you  weak?  How  can  that  
become  strength  for  you,  and  what  is  1  or  2  tangible  things  that  you  would  like  to  do/be  
about  with  God’s  help  in  order  for  that  weakness  to  become  strong?  
  


