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Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

We’re hiring! We have a number of part-time and full-time positions we’re looking to fill.
For details about employment opportunities at Westwood, visit westwoodcc.org/employment

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

Want to 
be part of 
our team?

September 11, 2016



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service concludes 
with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any questions you 
have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we offer great programs specially 
tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to 
God, who first loved us. 

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVEFOR MORE WESTWOOD HAPPENINGS, VISIT WESTWOODCC.ORG

DYING TO LIVE September 11, 2016

Matthew 16:21-26 (NIV)
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life 
for me will find it. 26What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?

Welcome to Westwood!

BE IN THE KNOW!

At the Annual Meeting, you’ll get to hear ministry 
highlights from the past year and find out from Pastor 
Joel on what’s in store for our future. The meeting 
will be hosted at the Chanhassen campus, Monday, 
September 19. Register online for the dinner at 
5:30pm.The meeting follows at 6:00pm. Everyone is 
welcome. Members are able to vote.

COMMUNION TODAY

Today we will experience Communion. We invite 
everyone who is a follower of Jesus to participate. You 
do not need to be a member of Westwood.

In the morning services, the bread and cup are passed 
to you as you are seated. Hold each element until 
everyone has been served—then we eat and drink 
together. Gluten-free communion bread is available at 
usher stations.

In the evening service at our Chanhassen campus, we 
invite you to come forward to the stations at the front 
of the aisles. The first server will be holding a tray of 
bread. Choose a piece and move to the second server 
holding the cup. Dip your bread into the cup, eat and 
drink before returning to your seat, using the walkways 
behind the side tiers. Gluten-free communion bread is 
available at the front of the left side aisle.

THE PRELUDE

•  Jesus’ Mission Matthew 16:21 

•  Peter’s Rebuke Matthew 16:22

•  Jesus’ Counter Matthew 16:23

Jesus is the promised Messiah, but his way of being the Messiah is marked by his 

_______________________ and _________________________________ to  

inaugurate God’s reign in this world.  

THE PARADOX Matthew 16:24-26

The shape of Jesus’ story is to be the shape of our own story.

What does it mean to take up your cross?  

•  It means _________________________ 

•  It means _________________________ 

•  It means _________________________



Paradox: Coming to Grips with the Contradictions of Jesus 
Dying to Live 

 
Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1.   Just about everybody likes Jesus. How would different people you know answer the question, 
“who is Jesus Christ?” Why do people like Jesus from just about every walk of life? 
  

2.   We all have a ‘Jesus version’ – that is a version of who Jesus is that is shaped by how we want 
and expect him to be. Have you seen a transformation of your ‘Jesus version’ from your 
childhood to today? Who/What has shaped your ‘Jesus version’ and how has it changed? 

 
3.   Read Matthew 16:21-26. What ‘Jesus version’ do the disciples have of the Messiah? Who/what 

influenced their thinking? In this passage who does Jesus, Israel’s long awaited Messiah, reveal 
himself to be as they head toward Jerusalem?  

 
4.   In what sense are Peter’s words satanic? How was Peter doing the very same thing Satan was 

doing in terms of preventing Jesus from fulfilling God’s mission.  
 
To follow Jesus, that is, the Person/God as He truly reveals Himself to be verses what we want Him to be, 
or expect him to be in our “Jesus version” requires that we really listen to what he says and watch what 
he does. The record shows that Jesus said and did things absolutely contrarian to our natural way of 
thinking. He used stories/paradoxes to clarify how we are to follow Him. Jesus is the promised Messiah, 
but his way of being the Messiah is marked by his death and resurrection to inaugurate God’s reign in this 
world.  

 
5.   A paradox is a statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality 

expresses truth. What is the paradox saying of Jesus in our text?  
 

6.   Jesus words here may be the most important description of what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus in the entire gospel, yet most of us have no idea what it means. Jesus is teaching the way of 
the disciple, saving your life by losing it, dying to live by taking up the cross. The shape of 
Jesus’s story is to be the shape of our own story. We understand the imagery, but we don’t know 
how to live it out. So…What exactly does it mean to take up your cross? Pastor Joel identified 
three ways we take up the cross. Discuss what each one means in your own life in practical ways:  

a.   It means self-denial 
b.   It means suffering  
c.   It means death 

 
7.   The big question is not – do you believe Jesus is the Messiah? Peter and the disciples believe. 

The big question comes from Jesus: Will you follow me knowing that it means self-denial? It 
means suffering? It means death?  How do you personally reflect on this in terms of how you 
follow Jesus?  

 
8.    Pastor Joel identified three heart responses to following Jesus: A rebellious heart. A divided 

heart. A surrendered heart. Where is your heart today? As a group pray for your lives and our 
church to have surrendered hearts.  
 

 
 


