
FIT CHURCH Message Series Through August 28

We get to be the church. And as the body of Christ, we need 
to be working right so that lives are being transformed and 
communities are impacted for the good. Because if we aren’t 
they won’t. Through the month of August, we’ll learn what it 
means for a church to function like it should and how you play 
a vital role in that.

westwoodcc.org
Chanhassen • 952.224.7300 
Minnetonka • 952.224.7400 

Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

For employment opportunities at Westwood, visit westwoodcc.org/employment

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:20, 9:45, 11:10am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:45 & 11:10am

August 14, 2016

Fit
Church



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: we begin with a few worship songs. 
The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple announcements, a time of 
prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot just outside each worship venue before or after the service. We’d love to meet 
you, answer any questions you have, and give you some handy dandy information. For kids and 
students, we offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Kids’ Welcome Desk downstairs 
would be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God who first loved us.

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVEFOR MORE WESTWOOD HAPPENINGS, VISIT WESTWOODCC.ORG

FAITHFUL MINISTRY

1 Thessalonians 5:14–15 (NIV)

And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the 
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. 

The brothers and sisters in Thessalonica

What contributes to healthy ministry of the church?

•  Ministry is the  _________________________ of the  _________________________

•   _________________________ for the purpose of  _________________________

•   _________________________ care

•  Pursuing the  _________________________ of  _________________________

What does faithful ministry look like in your individual life and the community life of Westwood?

FIT CHURCH Today’s Message
August 14, 2016

Welcome to Westwood!

WHEELERS CAR SHOW 

The annual Wheelers Car Show is a free, family event 
for car enthusiasts of all ages. You will see vintage 
cars, highly modified cars, and cars that will take your 
breath away. We’ll also have great food and inflatable 
bouncy houses. If you have a car you’d like to show, 
polish that treasured car and bring it for display. 
You might win a trophy. Join us for this fun event on 
Saturday, August 27, 9:00am–noon at our Chanhassen 
Campus. For more info, visit our website. 

EXPRESSING FAITH | CELEBRATING BAPTISM

If you’d like to be baptized outdoors at our fall Baptism 
on September 11, sign up for an interview and/or class. 
Register now for Baptism classes for kids, students 
and adults. Classes and interviews are held at the 
Minnetonka and Chanhassen campuses. For more info, 
visit our website.

Chanhassen Campus: 12:30pm at Lake Ann

Minnetonka Campus: 1:00pm at Shady Oak Beach

SERVICE TIMES CHANGE  | Beginning September 11, our services times will shift.  

Chanhassen | Worship Center: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00am & 5:00pm, Woodside Room: 9:30 & 11:00am

Minnetonka | 9:30 & 11:00am



Fit  Church    
Faithful  Ministry  

  
Small  Group  Discussion  Questions  
  
14  And  we  urge  you,  brothers  and  sisters,  warn  those  who  are  idle  and  disruptive,  encourage  the  disheartened,  
help  the  weak,  be  patient  with  everyone.  15  Make  sure  that  nobody  pays  back  wrong  for  wrong,  but  always  
strive  to  do  what  is  good  for  each  other  and  for  everyone  else.  (1  Thessalonians  5:14-‐15,  NIV)  
  

1.   How  does  this  small  group  faithfully  minister  to  one  another  and  those  outside  the  group?    
a.   Invite  each  person  to  share  a  specific  way  that  this  group  has  been  used  by  God  to  

bring  encouragement,  guidance,  support,  etc.    
b.   Take  time  to  offer  a  prayer  of  thanks  to  God  for  the  ways  that  He  has  been  at  work  in  

and  through  this  group.  
2.   Do  you  identify  more  with  individualistic  or  collectivist  cultures,  as  Laura  described  them?  

Review:    
a.   Individualistic:  emphasis  on  individual  achievement.  Identity  is  often  shaped  by  one’s  

occupation,  talents,  and  personal  accomplishments.  
b.   Collectivist:  emphasis  on  the  well-‐being  of  the  community  more  than  the  individual.  

Identity  is  often  communicated  in  terms  of  family  name,  financial  earnings  are  shared  
with  extended  family,  and    

3.   How  does  this  cultural  background  impact  your  thoughts  about  the  ministry  of  the  church?  
What  benefits  might  this  bring,  and  what  challenges  might  it  create?  (Laura  gave  the  
example  of  the  high  specialization  of  individualistic  cultures  which  create  a  lot  of  efficiency  
and  “excellence,”  but  may  cause  people  to  avoid  participation.)  

4.   Paul  points  out  that  part  of  healthy  ministry  involves  providing  guidance  for  the  purpose  of  
growth.  What  are  some  practical  ways  that  we  can  give  and  receive  guidance  in  love  and  
patience,  being  careful  to  avoid  a  critical  or  judgmental  spirit?  

5.   Discuss  your  reaction  to  the  quote  Laura  shared:  “A  church  that  doesn’t  provoke  any  crises,  a  
gospel  that  doesn’t  unsettle,  a  word  of  God  that  doesn’t  get  under  anyone’s  skin,  a  word  of  God  
that  doesn’t  touch  the  real  sin  of  the  society  in  which  it  is  being  proclaimed  –  what  gospel  is  
that?”  Oscar  Romero,  late  Archbishop  of  El  Salvador,  April  16,  1978.    

6.   A  key  to  healthy  ministry  is  mutual  care.  Is  it  more  challenging  for  you  to  receive  care  from  
others,  or  offer  care?  Why?  How  does  this  impact  your  relationships?  

7.   What  are  some  of  the  relationships  in  your  life  (family,  work,  neighborhood,  etc.)  where  you  
have  the  chance  to  offer  care?  What  is  most  challenging  about  extending  care  to  those  
individuals?  Would  this  small  group  be  interested  in  taking  this  class  together:  Care  with  the  
Love  of  Jesus  Christ  (9/20-‐10/25)  to  become  better  equipped  to  care  for  those  people  who  
were  mentioned?  If  so,  you  can  register  online.  

8.   Read  Romans  12:9-‐21,  which  has  many  similarities  to  1  Thess.  5:14-‐15.  Which  verse(s)  captures  
your  attention?  Why?  

9.   Discuss  your  reaction  to  this  quote:  “The  church’s  distinctive  identity  is  found  not  in  itself  but  
in  the  crucified  Jesus,  whose  Spirit  calls  the  church  into  being  for  service  on  behalf  of  victimized  
people.”  Dr.  James  Cone.  

10.   Close  in  prayer,  that  God  might  keep  our  ministry  faithful  around  the  distinctive  identity  of  
Jesus  Christ.  


