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Chanhassen
8:20, 9:45, 11:10am 
and 5:00pm
 
Minnetonka
9:45 and 11:10am

Sunday Worship 
Services

We are pretty social around here. Connect to Westwood content and 
stories during the week through your favorite social media:  
westwoodcc.org/keepintouch 
  
Get our digital newsletter delivered to your inbox with the latest news 
about the weekend and more: westwoodcc.org/subscribe

April 3 .......................................................................... Ominous Clouds
April 10 ..................................... Being a Good Steward of Your Sexuality
April 17 ............................................................ Under the Wings of God
April 24 ................................................................ Midnight Rendezvous
May 1 .........................................................................................Zig Zag

Sexuality. Racial tension. Tragedy. These are as much a part of our human 
experience today as they were in the book of Ruth over 3,000 years ago. 
This series connects today’s headlines while exploring God’s word spoken 
long ago. We will see how God uses scary and scandalous circumstances 
to accomplish His wise and gracious purposes.

April 17, 2016



HELLO! 

Is this your first time here? 
So glad you came! There 
are a couple handy things to 
know...

Our services last about 65 
minutes, first music and 
worship then the message. 
After the service, stay for 
coffee and conversation. 
Be sure to stop by our 
Welcome Desk for a packet 
of information, a warm 
welcome, and a chance to 
get any questions answered. 
We’d love to meet you.

If you have kids, we invite 
them to be part of our great 
Kids’ and Student Ministries. 
The friendly faces at our Kids 
Welcome Desk will help you. 
We offer special reserved 
seating if you wish to bring 
your infant to the worship 
service. This seating allows 
you to exit easily should your 
child become vocal.

OUR WESTWOOD FAMILY

Today at the Chanhassen 
Campus, we will celebrate 
Child Dedication by offering 
prayers for the child and the 
child’s family. We give thanks 
to God for the gift of children. 

If you are interested in having 
your child dedicated, contact 
Krista Petersen at Chanhassen 
or Danise McMillen at 
Minnetonka. 

krista.petersen@westwoodcc.org 
danise.mcmillen@westwoodcc.org 

WELCOME to 
WESTWOOD

TODAY’S  
MESSAGE 04.17.16

Headlines: Sex. Race. Risk. God | Under the Wings of God          

Message: Your story is not about your adequacy, but about God’s sufficiency. 

Character strength is your moral integrity, it’s your inner strength that shapes the kind of life you live and 
the daily decisions that you make. 

Character Strength  Ruth 2:1-9

Boaz is…   Ruth is…

v1 ________________and_________________ v2 ______________and_______________

v1 ________________and_________________ v7 ________________________________

v4 ________________and_________________ v7 ________________________________

v8–9_______________and_________________

THE QUESTION everyone must ask     Ruth 2:10 

THE ANSWER that changes everyone who believes Ruth 2:11–12

Naomi believes and is changed  Ruth 2:13–23

LET’S END SLAVERY  
IN OUR LIFETIME

Join Westwood and other 
Twin Cities churches as we 
gather for an evening of 
music, stories and prayer to 
fight injustice around the 
world with some of Christian 
music’s most acclaimed 
singer/songwriters. The Art 
Music Justice Tour supports 
and celebrates the work of 
International Justice Mission 
(IJM). Sara Groves, Brandon 
Heath and Jenny & Tyler will 
be performing. Westwood is 
a co-sponsor of the event. For 
more information and tickets, 
head to westwoodcc.org.

MAY 15, 7:30PM 
GRACE CHURCH 
COST: $15, OR $20 AT DOOR

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVESUBSCRIBE TO ENEWS FOR MORE | WESTWOODCC.ORG/SUBSCRIBE 

Dallas Willard’s three-step plan for humility 

• Never P____________________

• Never P____________________

• Never P____________________



Headlines: Sex. Race. Risk. God. #1 
Under the Wings of God  

 
Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1.   People who live well and influence others have character strength. Character strength is 
your moral integrity, the inner strength that shapes the kind of life you live, the daily 
decisions you make. This trait gives you the strength to do the right thing when it’s not 
easy or popular. Who in your personal life’s story demonstrated a character strength that 
you wanted to imitate? What specific trait of theirs influenced you most?  
 

2.   Read Ruth 2:1-9. Guys—work together to identify the traits revealed in the text about 
Ruth’s character. Gals—work together to identify the traits revealed in the text about 
Boaz’s character. Are these qualities what you look for in a companion or trusted friend? 
Why?  
 

3.   What does gleaning mean in the context (Lev. 19:9–10)? What does this say about God 
and how He looks at land, prosperity and the poor? What might the application be to your 
life, what you have, and the poor who live in today’s society?  
 

4.   Reread Ruth 2:1–3 through the question: How does Ruth end up in the field of Boaz and 
how does that relate to the attributes of God. What characteristics do we see in God’s 
providence to bring Ruth into Boaz’s field? How does Ruth’s attitude relate to God’s 
providence?  
 

5.   What is God’s attitude toward welcoming new people from foreign lands? There’s a 
continuum of welcome and hospitality implied here. What is your inclination toward 
welcoming new people into your group? How about foreigners into our country, or 
refugees into America? Keep the conversation calm and allow the group to differ. How is 
your motivation toward other people a reflection of your beliefs about God? When was 
the last time you demonstrated kindness to an outsider?  
 

6.   What is the question Ruth asks in vs.10 that everyone must ask when it comes to the 
kindness of God? Read Ruth 2:11–12. What is the answer to the question that changes 
who we are and how we live? How did pastor Joel describe this interchange and the place 
of earning verses grace? The point is that leaving home and loving Naomi are the result 
and evidence of taking refuge in God. She has not earned mercy from God or Boaz. On 
the contrary, she has honored them by admitting her need for their work and simply 
taking refuge in their generosity. What is the metaphor in verse 12 that the writer of Ruth 
wants us to hold in our mind and heart and why is it such a powerful image?  
 

7.   Pastor Joel described the story of Ruth and Boaz here as revelation of the gospel. How is 
it the gospel? Who is Ruth in the gospel story? Why? Who is Boaz in the gospel story? 
Why?  

 
8.   The message proposition is that your story is not about your adequacy, but about God’s 

sufficiency. Explain what this means and how it might impact your walk with God in 
daily life, but especially in times of hardship.  
 

9.   How do you personally acknowledge God’s provision in your life? How do your thoughts 
and actions testify to the truth you see in these Scriptures? Pray that this scripture would 
transform your life and renew your mind. 

	  


