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Chanhassen
8:20, 9:45, 11:10am 
and 5:00pm
 
Minnetonka
9:45 and 11:10am

Sunday Worship 
Services

We are pretty social around here. Connect to Westwood content and 
stories during the week through your favorite social media:  
westwoodcc.org/keepintouch 
  
Get our digital newsletter delivered to your inbox with the latest news 
about the weekend and more: westwoodcc.org/subscribe

April 3 .......................................................................... Ominous Clouds
April 10 ..................................... Being a Good Steward of Your Sexuality
April 17 ............................................................ Under the Wings of God
April 24 ................................................................ Midnight Rendezvous
May 1 .........................................................................................Zig Zag

Sexuality. Racial tension. Tragedy. These are as much a part of our human 
experience today as they were in the book of Ruth over 3,000 years ago. 
This series connects today’s headlines while exploring God’s word spoken 
long ago. We will see how God uses scary and scandalous circumstances 
to accomplish His wise and gracious purposes.

April 3, 2016



HELLO! 

Is this your first time here? 
There are a couple things to 
know...

Our services last about 65 
minutes. You are welcome 
to stay for coffee and 
conversation after the service. 
Check out our cafe and be 
sure to stop by our Welcome 
Desk for a handy packet of 
information, warm welcome, 
and a chance to get any 
questions answered. We’d 
love to meet you.

If you have kids, we invite 
them to be part of our great 
Kids’ and Student Ministries. 
The friendly faces at our Kids 
Welcome Desk will help you. 
We offer special reserved 
seating if you wish to bring 
your infant to the worship 
service. This seating allows 
you to exit easily should your 
child become vocal.

GETTING ACQUAINTED

Let’s get to know each other 
better! Meet Westwood staff 
and ministry leaders, get your 
questions answered, and find 
out how to start plugging 
in. Kids’ programming is 
available (birth-grade 5). 
Register online.

Chanhassen Campus:  
Sunday, April 10  
9:30-11:00am  
Refreshments served

Minnetonka Campus:  
Wednesday, April 13  
6:00-7:30pm 
Dinner served

WELCOME to 
WESTWOOD

TODAY’S  
MESSAGE 04.03.16

Headlines: Sex. Race. Risk. God. #1  |  Ominous Clouds  |  Ruth 1         

Why are we studying Ruth? 

• Ominous clouds are overhead—they’re dark and threatening Ruth 1:1    
 
 

• Ominous clouds pour out misery—grief meets famine Ruth 1:2-5 
 
 

• It’s time to go home Ruth 1:6-7 
 
 Three reasons Naomi sends Ruth and Orpah home 
 
  1. “I want the ____________________________ for you” Ruth 1:8-10 
 
 
  2. “I have _______________________ to offer you”  Ruth 1:11-13b 
 
 
  3. “The ___________________ is against me” Ruth 1:14 
 

• Ruth’s astonishing response Ruth 1:15-17 
 
 

• Naomi’s view of God Ruth 1:19-23 
 
 

• So what?

COMMUNION TODAY

Today we will experience 
Communion. We invite 
everyone who is a follower of 
Jesus to participate. You do 
not need to be a member of 
Westwood.

In the morning services, the 
bread and cup are passed to 
you as you are seated. Hold 
each element until everyone 
has been served—then 
we eat and drink together. 
Gluten-free communion bread 
is available at usher stations.

In the evening service at our 
Chanhassen campus, we 
invite you to come forward 
to the stations at the front of 
the aisles. The first server will 
be holding a tray of bread. 
Choose a piece and move 
to the second server holding 
the cup. Dip your bread into 
the cup, eat and drink before 
returning to your seat, using 
the walkways behind the side 
tiers. Gluten-free communion 
bread is available at a 
separate station under the 
screen to the left of the stage.  
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Headlines: Sex. Race. Risk. God. #1 
Ominous Clouds 

Ruth 1 
Small Group Questions  
 

Have someone in the group read all of chapter 1 aloud.  

1.   When you think of “ominous clouds” what images come to mind? Have several people 
share a time when there were ‘ominous clouds’ in your life – a dark, seemingly life-
threatening time in your personal journey. Did you feel life Naomi in those times? How 
did God use that time to shape your life?  
 

2.   The historical context of Ruth indicates dark times for Israel. Ruth 1 says, “In the times 
of the Judges?” What is that referring to. Judges 21.25 says, “In those days Israel had no 
king; everyone did as they saw fit. What impressions do you get about this time period of 
Israel? Do you see any common patterns in our day?  
 

3.   What’s the significance of Elimelek taking his family to Moab? What’s the big deal here? 
What do you think you would do if you couldn’t feed your family – would you make the 
same trip? Why or why not?  
 

4.   How do you view Naomi’s response to the tragedy taking place in her life? What are the 
three reasons Naomi sends Orpah and Ruth home? Where do you resonate and where do 
you find concern, if any?  
 

5.   How do you view Ruth’s response to leaving Moab for Judah? Read again verses 15-18. 
What does it say about her character? Why do you think she is willing to leave her people 
and her home-land?  
 

6.   What summary lessons would you draw from this story concerning God and what He is 
doing in dark times when we often question where He is and what He is doing? What 
other lessons does this first chapter give from your perspective.  
 
 
 


