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What is the gospel (the good news) that Jesus came to preach? 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 Theme Verse: 
 
33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 34Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  Matthew 6:33-34 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 
What guidelines help us to seek first His kingdom?  
 

 Be Awakened  
 
 
 
 
 
 Be Prepared  
 
 
 
 
 
 Be a Blessing   
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2016 Theme Verse 
Matthew 6:33-34 

 
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
1. How do you feel about the New Year?  Did you make a New Year’s Resolution?  Why or 
Why not?  If you did make one, share with the group your resolution for 2016? 

 
2.  Pastor Joel asked the question first raised by Dallas Willard: What is the gospel (the good 
news) that Jesus came to preach?  He then walked through the ministry of Jesus to show that 
Jesus preached the Kingdom of God is here now.   

• What is the Kingdom of God and how is it different than how most people understand the 
word “kingdom?”  

• Why do so many Christians think that the Kingdom of God is ‘there’ (heaven) first, rather 
than “here’ now?  

 
3. Joel introduced our 2016 Theme Verse:  
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. Matthew 6:33-34 (ESV) 

• Someone read Matthew 6:25-34. What are the ‘things’ that are added when we seek first 
God?  

• Anxiety is a heightened sense of concern and diminished sense of control.  What is Jesus 
saying in this verse about how we can better manage stress and anxiety?  

• Share a time in your life that you have experienced stress and anxiety and how you 
handled that situation. 

• How does it help our faith to know that life is more important than food and the body 
more important than clothes? 
 

 
4. Westwood has defined three expressions to help us grow in faith and in the likeness of Christ: 

• Be awakened (to the reality of the Kingdom of God) 
• Be prepared (to serve God’s purposes for your life in the Kingdom) 
• Be a blessing (because we are blessed by God to be a blessing to others) 

Where are you today with your faith when it comes to understanding and embracing these three 
expressions? On a scale of 1-10, one being low understanding, and 10 being high understanding. 

5.  If you make Matthew 6:33-34 your theme verse, if you learn it, love it and live it out, then 
how do you think it could impact your life in 2016?  What can you do to keep this verse before 
you?  

 


