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Doxology 

Message Notes  November 8, 2015    

“You shall not steal.”                                                                                               Exodus 20:15  
 
Why do you lock your doors at night?   
 
 
What does the eighth commandment mean?  

 
1. The stealing of another ____________________.  

 
 
2. The stealing of another person’s __________________.  

 
  

3. The stealing of __________________________ things each person owns.  
 
  A person’s _____________________ . 
 
  A person’s ___________________ . 
 
  A person’s _________________ . 
 
  A person’s _________________________ ________________________ . 

 
Stealing from God  Malachi 3:8-10  
 
 
 
A biblical cure for stealing                                                                                    Ephesians 4:28 
 

1. _______________________ — 
 
2. _______________________ — 
 
3. _______________________ — 

 
Two useful questions: 

1. How would I feel if someone treated me this way? 
 

 
 2. Do I have to do this in secret? 

    WITH OPEN HANDS RECEIVING… WITH OPEN HANDS GIVING…     



 
Honor: Reclaiming What Matters Most 

Command #8: Honor People’s Stuff 
 
Small Group Questions  
 
The Ten Commandments are about the goodness of God coming at us, not to restrict us, but to 
free us.  God is infusing life through the means of honoring His name, our mother and father, 
sexuality, truth, and in our study today, our property as stated in the Eighth Commandment: 

Exodus 20:15 (ESV) “You shall not steal” 
 

1. Who has something stolen from them?  What was it?  Joel has been speaking throughout 
this series that the Ten Commandments represent the life-giving goodness of God.  How 
did having something stolen impact your life?  How did the experience “take life away” 
from you or others impacted by the theft?  

2. Who has stolen something and got caught? How did you feel when you were caught, 
again, put it in words related to how the experience “takes life away.”  

3.  Brainstorm the different ways people and businesses seek to protect themselves from the 
violation of this commandment?  How might these practices change if we as a society 
obeyed this commandment?  

4. Pastor Joel identified three meanings to this command: 
a. It means the stealing of another person. What two examples did Joel give and have 

you thought of these before as specific violations of this command?  
b. It means the stealing of another person’s property. This is the most understood 

violation of the commandment.  Shoplifting is the most common form of stealing.  
Why do people shoplift?  Did anything else stand out to you about the information 
Joel shared from NASP – The National Association for Shoplifters Prevention about 
shoplifting?   

c. It means the stealing of non-material things each person owns.  Here’s a review of 
the kinds of things that this command speaks to but most people do not think of as 
related to this commandment: (explain how each is a violation of the commandment 
and give a couple of examples from your group’s experience)  

• A Person’s reputation 
• A Person’s dignity  
• A person’s trust 
• A person’s intellectual property 

  
5. Read Malachi 3:8-10.  How do we steal from God?   
6. If you have children, how do you teach them that it is wrong to steal?   
7. Read Ephesians 4:28.  This text gives a three-step biblical cure for stealing. What are the 

three steps?  What happens inside of a person when they follow these three steps that 
would cause healing? 

8. Pastor Joel concluded by saying at the heart of this sin is a deep lack of faith in God. How 
is the violation of this command demonstrate a lack of faith?  

9. Get personal?  Does anyone need to confess this sin?  Take time to pray for each other. 
 

 




