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Honor: Reclaiming what matters most in life Professor Laura Gilbertson
Command #3: Honor God’s Name             Bethel University

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name.”         Exodus 20:7 NIV

I. What’s in a name?

 God’s name =

II. God’s covenant name YHWH:           Exodus 3:13–15

 God is known by

III. When is God’s name misused?

IV. How can we honor God’s name?

 Christians                     the name of Jesus Christ             Matthew 28:19; Colossians 3:17
 

Message Notes October 4, 2015

With  open hands  receiving… With  open hands  giving…



Honor: Reclaiming What Matters Most in Life 
“Command #3: Honor God’s Image” 

October 4, 2015, Laura Gilbertson 
Small Group Questions 

	  

1. Reflect on God’s covenant name: YHWH. 
a. Read: Exodus 3:15-17 together. 

 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell 
them?”14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, 
‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 
“This is my name forever, 
    the name you shall call me 
    from generation to generation. 

b. Review: Laura suggested that God’s name, YHWH (I AM WHO I AM) reminds us that God 
is known through his activity in history, and can’t be contained by human language.  

c. Discuss: How does God’s name, YHWH, shape the way you think of God and his 
reputation? 

2. Study the Third Commandment 
a. Read: Exodus 20:7 

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD (YHWH) your God, for the LORD (YHWH) will not 
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” 

b. Review: Laura covered several examples of how God’s name was misused in the ancient 
context and why this commandment was important.  

c. Discuss: 
• How did those examples confirm, expand, or challenge the ways you’ve 

understood the third commandment?  
• What does it mean to misuse the name of YHWH in today’s culture?  
• Are there common cultural expressions or ways of living that misuse God’s 

name?  
• Do you find yourself participating in those expressions without thinking about 

it? Why or why not? 
3. Spiritual Growth 

a. Read Col. 3:1-17. (Note the use of “name” in verse 17) 
b. In this passage, how do you understand the call to honor the name of Jesus Christ in your 

daily lives and relationships? 
c. What are the elements mentioned in Col 3:1-17 that you personally want to strengthen, as 

you seek to honor God’s name? 
d. How can those around you encourage you and pray for you as you desire to honor God’s 

name in your life? 
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