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Honor: Reclaiming what matters most in life Pastor Joel K. Johnson
Command #2: Honor God’s Image

You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth genera-
tion of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep 
my commandments.                  Exodus 20:4-6 NIV

Historical Conflict & the 2nd Commandment 

What is God wanting us to most understand in our hearts about the 2nd Commandment? 
God Denounces Idolatry 

• Don’t make idols       Exodus 20:4

• Don’t worship idols       Exodus 20:5

• Never underestimate God’s reaction      Exodus 20:5
 

• ALWAYS remember, never forget God’s love     Exodus 20:6

What’s the big deal? Idolatry can affect your spiritual life in four ways: 
Guard your heart from…

• Giving                              to the    

• Making                              more important than the 

• Putting                                 in control of         

• Remaking                      in your own image thus detracting from God’s                             image 
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With open hands receiving… With open hands giving…



Honor:  Reclaiming What Matters Most in Life #3 
“Command #2 Honor God’s Image” 

27 September 2015 

Small Group Questions 

Exodus 20:4-6 (NIV) 
 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

1. What makes and idol and idol?  Have you ever had something that you believe became an idol in your life?
2. Pastor Joel gave a brief review about the history of conflict in the church related to commandment #2, the

inclusion of images, paintings, objects in churches.  What role have objects or images played in your
understanding of church and your worship experiences?

3. The commandment breaks down in a way that helps us to see what God wants us to most understand about
this 2nd commandment.  Answer these questions.

• Don’t make idols (Exodus 20:4) – so does this include paintings, crosses, or other religious
artifacts?  Share your understanding of these objects being included in our homes or churches.

• Don’t worship idols (Exodus 20:5a) -    how would you define the line between adoration and
worship verses simple appreciation and beauty when it comes to images and objects?

• Don’t understand God’s reaction (Exodus 20:5b) – how do you understand God, his jealousy,
and why He punishes us for idol worship?  What are the consequences for our children and
grandchildren?  Explain the upside and downside of jealousy?

• Always remember, never forget, God’s love (Exodus 20:4) - The structure of the Hebrew here
contrasts three or four generations with thousands of generations. What’s that saying about God
and His relationship with us?

4. What’s the big deal? Idolatry can affect your spiritual life in four ways:
Guard your heart from…
• Giving power to the powerless.  How does idol affection give power to the powerless?  Give examples.
• Making things more important than the person of Christ.  God has not revealed Himself as a power or
entity or a thing, but as a person with whom we can relate. So how does idol worship make things more
important than Christ?
• Putting   yourself in control of God.     Pastor Joel talked about carrying idols and he burden they create.
What does it do to us when we carry idols and what did God do to us when He set us free?
• Remaking God in your own image thus detracting from God’s chosen Image.  What is God’s
‘chosen’ image?  Read Colossians 1:5 and John 1:14. How does this whittle God down in how we see
Him?

5. An Idolatry Inventory: Here are three questions you should ask about the things in life that matter the most to
you. Think of something you love most and ask …(you may want to do this in private) 

1. Do I want this too much? (Is the presence of it greater than the presence of God?)
2. Has this become too important to me? (Do I prioritize it in my life more than God?)
3. How would I feel if this were suddenly taken away from me? (Would I move toward God more or
less?) 

Concluding Reflection:   Westwood’s new discipleship process is calling us to be awakened, be prepared and to be a 
blessing.  Is there something in this learning that has caused you to grow in greater understanding in any one of 
these three expressions? 




