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Honor: Reclaiming what matters most in life #1 Pastor Joel K. Johnson
Why Honor?

What is happening to honor?
• Honor: “to prize, i.e. fix a valuation upon; to revere” 

Message:  The Ten Commandments lay the foundation for honor

How did we get the Ten Commandments?   Exodus 19:4-6

 
Why is the sequence of grace and obedience so important? 

If we are not “under law” but “under grace” then why is it necessary to embrace the  
Ten Commandments?  

1. So that you can know who God really is   
 Leviticus 19:1-2

2. So that you can understand who you are and see your need for grace   Romans 7:7

3. So that you can know what is right,    Deuteronomy 5:28-29; 6:24; 10:12-14 
how to relate to people, and experience goodness   
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With open hands receiving… With open hands giving…



 
Honor: Reclaiming What Matters Most in Life #1 

Why Honor? 
 

Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1. To honor means “to prized, value, or esteem. To dishonor is to not value or prize someone. Think of 
time when you were honored? Why were you honored and how did it impact you, or what did you 
‘feel’ when you were honored? For those who are willing to be a little courageous, can you recall a 
time when you were dishonored and share how that experienced impacted you?  
 

2. Do you see an upswing or downswing in our culture when it comes to honor? 
 

3. This new series is a study of the Ten Commandments called Honor: Reclaiming What Matters Most 
in Life. Pastor Joel stated that honor is at the heart of right relationship with God and all healthy 
relationships with each other and the Ten Commandments lay the foundation for honor. They create 
a frame of goodness in the world. Do you agree that “honor” is a key to a vital walk with God and 
healthy relationships? Why. Share examples from your life.  

 
4. Pastor Joel shared briefly the context for Israel and how she/we received the Ten Commandments. 

Answer these questions: 
 
a. When Israel was freed from slavery they could have taken the shortest route which would have 

been just days to get to the Promised Land. But instead, God has them on the long route which 
will take 40 years. When it comes from moving us from point A to B, why does God so often 
answer prayers with a “zig zag” strategy rather than a simple straight line? 

b. Why is the sequence of grace and obedience so important, crucial, and essential to life?  
 

5. As Christians, Paul reminds us that we are not ‘under law’ but ‘under grace.’ Why then is it 
necessary to embrace the Ten Commandments? First, remind each other Paul’s intent when saying 
we are not “under law?” Then review the three reasons stated in this week’s message.  
 
#1 So that you can know who God really is: Read Leviticus 19:1-2. What does it mean that God is 
Holy and we are to be Holy? Why is this important to decision making in everyday life?  

#2 So that you can understand who you are (our true selves) and see your need for grace. Read 
again, Deuteronomy 5:12-14 The Law of God shows what we are meant to be and what we are 
meant to do. Speak out loud what the text says concerning what we do. Read Romans 7:7. How is 
the law both God’s convicting work and a gracious thing at the same time?  



 
 
 
 
#3 So that you can know what is right, how to relate to people and experience goodness. Read 
Deuteronomy 5:28-29. How do you know what is the best thing for your life or for another person if 
we don’t have the Ten Commandments? Whose voice is authoritative for life and practice? 

 
 

6. If this series helps us to reclaim what matters most, specifically here the Ten Commandments, what 
then do you think will be the possible outcome? Will you pray for these to be realized?  
 
 
 




