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Message Notes                                                                                                                       Getting the Love Thing Right #4 

Dead End Love 
Laura Gilbertson 

 

1 John 2:12-17 (NRSV) 
12 I am writing to you, little children, 
    because your sins are forgiven on account of his name. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young people, 
    because you have conquered the evil one. 
14 I write to you, children, 
    because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young people, 
    because you are strong 
    and the word of God abides in you, 
        and you have overcome the evil one. 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those 
who love the world; 16 for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the 
eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 And the world 
and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live forever. 

 
I. Remember the _____________________________                                           1 John 2:12-14 

 

 What allows us to demonstrate love to others? 

1. We’ve been ___________________________. 
 

2. We ____________________________________________ by God. 
 

3. The ___________________________  no longer ___________________________.                             

 

II. Stay ___________________________ to the true source                                1 John 2:15-17 
 

Dead-end love: 

 The world = ________________________________________________________ 
 

 Desire of the flesh = __________________________________________________ 
 

 Desire of the eyes = __________________________________________________ 
 

 Pride in riches = _____________________________________________________  

 
Meaningful love: 

 The will of God = ____________________________________________________ 

Matthew 22:37-40 
Romans 13:8-10 

Worship in Song 

He Reigns 

All That I Am 

How He Loves 

 

Child Dedication 

 

Community Life 

 

Offering 

Lead Us to Your Heart 

 

Message 

Dead End Love 

     Pastor Laura Gilbertson 

 

Closing Song 

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 

 

Recommended reading during the current message series: 
 

July 19  Dead End Love    1 John 2:12–17 

July 26  Love & Truth    1 John 2:18–29 

August 2  Pretend Love    1 John 3:1–10 

August 9  Love Does    1 John 3:11-24 

August 16  Love Power    1 John 4:1–16 

August 23  Headwaters of Love   1 John 4:17–5:5 

August 30  The Certainty of Love   1 John 5:6-21 



 
Getting the Love Thing Right #4 

Dead End Love 
 
Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1. What are your reactions to the idea that forgiveness is less about addressing the past, and more 
about opening up a new future? (It may be helpful to think about a time you’ve been forgiven by 
another person, and consider how you felt and acted as a result of that forgiveness.) 

2. Did the following concept from Laura’s message connect with your experience, or challenge you? 
If it’s hard to love someone in your life, perhaps a good starting point is to explore 
whether you’ve really understood at your own core that you are forgiven and loved by 
God. 

Do you see a relationship between your capacity to love others and your own experience of 
grace? 

3. Consider each of the elements listed in 1 John 2:12-14 regarding the source of our call to love 
others (listed below). Let each person in the group share which of these connected most deeply 
this week, and which is most difficult to apply as you seek to “get this love thing right.” 

a. We’ve been forgiven. 
b. We know God, and are known by God. 
c. The power of evil no longer defines our identity. 

4. Laura told a story of a direction-less adventure. Have you ever had a similar experience? What is 
your instinct when you see a “Dead End” road sign? 

5. What are the things that have the potential to pull you toward a pointless, dead end instead of 
toward the things of God? How do you know they’re a dead end? What provides helpful direction 
for you instead? 

6. Did any of the phrases used in verses 15-17 cause you to think about temptation and sin 
differently?  

7. How do you understand the call to love and care for the world (in line with Jesus’s own life 
described in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life) alongside the same author’s call to 
not love the world that we studied this week in 1 John 2:15-17? 

8. We talked about “the will of God” during this message. Read Matthew 22:37-40 and Romans 
13:8-10 together. How do these NT texts help define the will God?  



9. The Greek concept of agape love is not dependent on one’s emotions, but is rather a decision to 
pursue the well-being of the other. How might you demonstrate love to others, even if you don’t 
feel love for them, including when it’s wise to maintain distance? Are there any particular 
examples you can share? Pray that God will guide your small group to extend love to someone or 
a community in the next weeks who really needs it. 

10. The community to whom 1 John was written had experienced deep division, and this letter was 
meant to keep them focused on some of the essential elements of Christian identity. What are 
some of the dangers to Christian community today (think Westwood, your small group, or your 
life)?  

11. Four weeks into this study, what elements of 1 John have been most meaningful to your 
relationship with God and others? 


