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1 John 2:3–11 (NIV) 
 
3We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I 
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 
5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we 
know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had 
since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing 
you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
and the true light is already shining. 

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness. 
10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them 
to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and 
walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the 
darkness has blinded them. 

 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, our fellowship is one of… 
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Worship in Song 

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Good Good Father 

It Is Well (Through It All) 

 

Community Life 

 

Offering 

Let It Shine 

 

Message 

Love & Light 

     Pastor Dave Trautmann 

 

Communion 

His Glory Appears 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

Recommended reading during the current message series: 
 

July 12 Love & Light 1 John 2:7–11 

July 19  Dead End Love    1 John 2:12–17 

July 26  Love & Truth    1 John 2:18–29 

August 2  Pretend Love    1 John 3:1–10 

August 9  Love Does    1 John 3:11-24 

August 16  Love Power    1 John 4:1–16 

August 23  Headwaters of Love   1 John 4:17–5:5 

August 30  The Certainty of Love   1 John 5:6-21 



 
Getting the Love Thing Right #3 

Love & Light—1 John 2:3-11 
 

1. Many these days claim to be spiritual and to know God. What things might you suggest 
would give evidence of being truly spiritual or knowing God?  
  

2. Read 1 John 2:3-11. The Apostle John wrote to discredit gnostic false teachers who claimed 
to know God yet lived lives of sin and darkness. His intent was to caution his readers against 
abandoning the fellowship of believers in favor of following such false teaching. What 
claim(s) were such false teachers making about knowing God and of themselves? How does 
John counter these claims? 
 

3. “We have come to know (God) if we keep his commands.” (1 John 2:3) John has previously 
addressed the barrier of sin to fellowship with God (see 1 John 1:9 & 2:1-2). Now he speaks 
more positively of the commands which disciples of Jesus are to fulfill.  

a. How do you understand John’s use of the conditional term “if”?  
b. Is he suggesting keeping the commands is a condition or an expression of knowing 

God? 
c. How is this a test or an assurance of one’s knowledge of God? 

 
4. “But if anybody obeys (God’s) word, God’s love or love for God is truly made complete in 

them.” (1 John 2:5) John may be referring to God’s love for us that prompts obedience and/or 
our love for God that is shown through obedience to him.  

a. How might you understand the different emphases of these two possible readings?  
b. Read 1 John 2:15; 4:9; and 5:3. How may these references shed light on John’s 

promise in this verse? 
 

5. “Perfect love” has been described by some Christian teachers as the characteristic of a mature 
disciple of Christ. To receive and to obey God’s word is to be made perfect in love.  

a. Would you say John is suggesting this is to be the normal characteristic to mark the 
life of a disciple of Christ?  

b. How might this concept differ from the notion of “Christian perfection?”  
 

6. “Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.” (1 John 2:6) 
a. What do you find particularly challenging about this verse? 
b. What do you find particularly promising about this verse? 

 
7. “I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness 

is passing away and the true light is already shining.” (verse 8) 
a. What is the command which John identifies as both old and new? 
b. How is the command seen in Jesus’ life? 
c. How is the command to be demonstrated in our lives as Jesus’ disciples? 
d. What do you think John is suggesting by the observation that “the darkness is passing 

away and the true light is already shining”?  


