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I John 1:1-4 (ESV) 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 
2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have 
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing 
these things so that our[a] joy may be complete. 
 

Introduction to the letter of I John  

 

 

 

To get the love thing right means we must ground our lives in these three facts: 

 

#1 Real love is ______________________________.                                                                                                               I John 1:1 

 

 

#2 Real love is ______________________________.                                                                                                                 I John 1:2 

  

 

#3 Real love is ______________________________.                                                                                                         I John 1:3-4 

 

Why share?  

 That we may have ______________________________(verse 3) 

 

 

 That we may have ______________________________ (verse 4)  

Worship in Song 

This Is Amazing Grace 

This I Believe 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Worship in Song 

Thank You Jesus 

 

FaithStory 

Heather Ostlie 

 

Community Life 

 

Offering 

Without Love 

 

Message 

Real Love 

     Pastor Joel Johnson 

 

Closing Song 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

 

Recommended reading during the current message series: 
 

June 28 Real Love   1 John 1:1–4 

July 5  Love Walk   1 John 1:5–2:6 

July 12  Love & Light   1 John 2:7–11 

July 19  Love God Hates  1 John 2:12–17 

July 26  Love & Truth  1 John 2:18–29 

 

For the August reading list, go to www.westwoodcc.org/series 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=i+john+1%3A1-4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30528a


 
Getting the Love Thing Right #1 

Real Love 
 

Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1. “What is love?” was the most googled question in 2014. Have you ever googled the question and 
if so why? If not, why do you think so many people google this question?  
 

2. Do you agree with Pastor Joel’s proposition: If we could only get the love thing right there’s no 
end to what we could be or do for God’s glory. Why or why not? In your group identify ten 
reasons why we don’t get the love thing right.  

  
3. Read I John 1:1-4 aloud. Pastor Joel identified three facts stated here that serve as the foundation 

for getting the love thing right. Read each fact and answer the questions. 
 

a. Real love is revealed: Vs.1  
1. How has God revealed Himself and His love? 
2. Jesus is called ‘Word of life.’ It means life, or salvation, comes to us by Grace. Jesus 

is not simply a great prophet pointing the way to God. It means he does not just have 
life, or gives it, HE IS IT! He is love, He is the life, He is salvation. He is God come 
to save us not us come to earn our way to Him. HE is the life! So when people say 
they don’t know what to think about Jesus, but they do know that what matters is to 
live a good life. What doctrine are they embracing? What are the implications of this 
doctrine of good works as compared to the doctrine of being saved by grace? 
 

b. Real love is experienced: Vs. 2 
1. Some people will say, “Yes, and this means that John had an advantage. He lived 

when Jesus walked on earth, he knew Jesus personally. But I was born 20 centuries 
later.” Implied is that we cannot have the experience John had with Jesus. What did 
pastor Joel say about being with Jesus 2000 years ago verse being with Jesus today?  

2. Describe a time when you experienced a heightened sense of God’s presence.  
 

c. Real love is shared:Vs.3-4 
1. Read the passage. John says we share two things, fellowship and joy. From this 

passage define fellowship and its implications. Define joy and what sets it apart from 
the common joy of nonbelievers.  

2. Can you describe a time that ‘the joy that passes all understanding’ was experienced 
in your life?  

 
	  


