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Baptism: Spiritual Offering 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 

 
John’s Story 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Mark 1:4 (ESV) 
 

 
Jesus’ Story 

"When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’" 23Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry.” 

Luke 3:21-23 (NIV) 
 

Observe four things about the baptism of Jesus: 
 

 It was ________________________ 
 

 It was ________________________ 
 

 It was ________________________ 
 

 It was ________________________ 
 
 
The Church’s Story 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
 

 
 
 
 
What’s Your Story? 
 

Worship in Song 

All Creatures 
Oh, How I Need You 
Thank You Jesus 
 
 

Community Life 

 

 

Offering 

Down to the River to Pray 
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FaithStory Guest 

Max Rosenthal 

 

 

Closing Song 

Come Ye Sinners 

 

 

 



 
Life Cycles #7 

Digging Deeper Questions 
Baptism: “Spiritual Offering” 

 
1. Read Acts 8:26-40.  

• What role did the scripture play in the Ethiopian’s conversion?  
• What role did it play in yours?  
• Was there a particular section of scripture that the Lord used to awaken you to your need for salvation?  
• Why do you think God sent Phillip to the Ethiopian? Does God still send people to help others understand 

the scripture?  
• Has God ever used you like he did Phillip? Who is your “Ethiopian?”  
• What questions did Phillip ask the Ethiopian?  
• How could you rephrase those questions to share Christ with someone today? How much time do you think 

passed between the Ethiopian’s conversion and his baptism?  
• What lessons do we learn about baptism from the Ethiopian? 
 

2. Pastor Joel addressed to important questions: Why did people receive baptism from John the Baptist? (Mark 1:4)  
 

3. Why was Jesus baptized? (Read Luke 3:21-23 for the account of Jesus’ baptism) Jesus is making clear the gospel 
as defined in I Corinthians 15:3. How does this truth connect with the picture of a person being baptized? 
 

4. There’s confusion about baptism today because later in church history we went from the biblical practice of 
believe and be baptized, to baptize babies with the hope they would later believe. Misconceptions about 
baptism are common in church. Have any of these misconceptions about baptism been a part of your thinking? 
• Baptism as a way to wash away sin. 
• Baptism administered to infants. 
• Baptism as a means of salvation. 
• Baptism by some other method than immersion. 
• Baptism prior to genuine conversion. 
• Baptism for the dead. 
• Baptism is not very significant. 
 

5. Read Matthew 28:18-20. Why is baptism part of our mandate to make disciples and teach them to observe 
Jesus’ commandments? Do you agree with Joel’s reflection about Jesus’s baptism and us being baptized?  
a. If baptism was important for Jesus it must be important for us. 

If anyone is truly a follower of Jesus, baptism cannot be considered optional or unimportant.  
b. If Jesus was willing to be baptized for us, we ought be willing to be baptized for him. 
c. If we are to be baptized, let us be baptized as Jesus was baptized 

 
6. What would you say about someone (or yourself) who claims to be a follower of Christ yet has no intension of 

being baptized? 
 

7. Does anyone need to make themselves available to be baptized at the next opportunity? Why would you 
hesitate? How can we as a church come alongside of you to process this prayerfully, with respect and 
understanding?  


