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Why do we practice Child Dedication?  
 
 
Have you offered your children back to God?   
 
 
Have you ever really… 

 _________________ your children are gifts and they ultimately ________________ to God? 

 _________________ownership of your children to God?   

 _________________ God has ________________ you to show them God’s way?   
 
Biblical Examples: 

 Hannah I Samuel 1:27-28  

 Joseph and Mary Luke 2:22  

 Abraham Genesis 22 
 
 
Four expressions of offering your child back to God:  
 
 
 
Expression #1: Offering your child to God is ________________________ your love for God. 
 

Matthew 10:37-38 
 
 
Expression #2: Offering your child to God is ________________________ ownership. 
 

Psalm 127:3  
 
 
Expression #3: Offering your child to God is ________________________ to raise your child 
God’s way.  
 

Ephesians 6:4 
 

 

Expression #4: Offering your child to God is ________________________ God’s plan and 
promises for that child’s life. 

Genesis 22:15-18 
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Lifecycles #1 
Child Offering 

 
Small Group Questions 

1. Were you offered to God as a child through child dedication or baptism?  Why did your 
parents you offer to the Lord?  How do you feel about that experience even if you don’t 
recall (as infants would be unable to do so) the experiences itself. Why do we practice 
child dedication?  

2. Pastor Joel gave several examples of parents offering their child to the Lord, like Hannah 
offering up Samuel; Joseph and Mary offering up Jesus; and Abraham offering up Isaac.  
Reach Genesis 22:1-13.  While you are reading each person in the group listen to the 
reading and write down what jumps off the page.  Then share with each other what you 
observe in this story.  
• What do you think would have happened if Abraham did/didn’t obey God? 
• Why do you think God would have asked Abraham to offer up Isaac even unto death?   
• How do you imagine yourself in this story and have you had in your life moments 

when you felt you were offering your child, or do you know of someone who offered 
a child to the Lord as a sacrifice?   

 
Abraham literally, totally, irrevocably gave Isaac back to God.  We learn something here about 
God through Abraham.  There are at least four expressions of offering your child back to God: 
Read each expression and answer the follow up question: 
 
Expression #1:  Offering your child to God is CONFIRMING your love for God.  
The first thing you are saying when you give that child back to the Lord is simply this...that you 

love God even more than you love that child. Is your supreme love for God first rather than 
children, if you have them? Read Matthew 10:37-38:  what did Jesus mean by these radical 
words.  What does that look like in everyday life?  

 
Expression #2:  Offering your child to God is CLARIFYING ownership.  
When you give your child back to God, you are openly declaring that: 
·       This child is a gift from God. 
·       This child does not really belong to you. 
·       This child belongs to God. 
If children are on loan, what best practices do parents, teachers, mentors offer in stewardship of 

what God gives to us? 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Expression #3: Offering your child to God is COMMITTING to raise your child God’s way.  
 
Read Ephesians 6:4 ESV says… do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.  
Were you raised with the training and instruction of the Lord?  What practices have most 
influenced your life?  
Read Joshua 24:14-15:  What’s the tension in this passage and how does it relate to our world 
today? Joshua 24:15 says, But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” What does 
it mean for a “house’ to serve the Lord?  
 
Expression #4: Offering your child to God is CLAIMING of God’s plan and promises for that 
child’s life. 
  
 Isaac inherited God’s blessings, protection and promises because his dad, Abraham, gave him 
back to God.   
Read Genesis 22:15-18 and what do you think God most wants us to take from this passage?    
 
If you could go back and wish anything more from your mom or dad, what would it be?  




