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Matthew 21:1-11 (ESV) 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 
them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 
colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 
11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
 
 
 
Question #1: If Jesus walked this far, why get a donkey to take him the short distance left 
into Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #2: How did the guy with the donkey know that he was to give it?  

 



ONE 8 
We Get to Be the Church–FAR 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What Easter season in your life was the most memorable and why? Share with each 
other the first Easter in your life that went beyond being a holiday experience, but 
spoke to your heart as a spiritual experience.  

2. Read Matthew 21:1–11. This text is the story of the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Answer the following questions: 
a. Why did Jesus ask for a donkey to finish his walk into Jerusalem when he had 

already walked most of the 17 miles by foot? Read Zechariah 9:9. What was Jesus 
doing? 

b. What were the expectations of the local Jews concerning Jesus entry into the city? 
When you have expectations that are unmet how does it impact your emotions? 
Can you describe a time when unmet expectations altered your views of someone 
or something? If so, share why and how you adjusted those expectation. 

c. How had Jesus referred to himself up until this time and why didn’t he reveal He 
was the Messiah earlier? 

d. Why did Jesus ride the donkey into the city?  
e. How did the guy with the donkey know that he was to give the donkey? 

Sometimes we know God wants us to give something for His purposes without 
revealing to us the impact or reason for the giving. Can you remember a gift you 
sensed the Lord wanted you to give to someone or something but you didn’t know 
how the gift would be used to carry the name of Jesus here, near or far? Or share a 
time when the Lord made it abundantly clear that you were to give to something 
you would not have considered if it was not for his prompting.   

f. All of us have a “donkey to give”—figuratively speaking. God takes our little 
gifts to change a life, a community, a church and even a nation. ONE 8 has laid 
out all kinds of opportunities to carry the name of Jesus and his story further 
down the road. Pastor Joel indicated a sense that God is posturing us for greater 
impact here, near and far by believing more people will engage in the mission 
Christ gave to us. Do you share this same enthusiasm? Why or why not?  

3. Palm Sunday represents surrender. How was Jesus surrendering himself to the Fathers 
will and why? How does the surrendering of our lives to Christ and the Fathers will 
relate to generosity—How do they inform each other?  



4. Pastor Joel spoke about the figure of speech of taking the hands of the steering wheel 
of your life to let the Jesus be in control of your life. When did you do that in your 
own life? Is it a onetime experience or repeated again and again. Explain it in terms 
of salvation and sanctification that is coming to Christ in salvation and growing up in 
Christ through sanctification.  

5. Share with each other your Easter plans. And will you pray for Westwood Church to 
grow in our discipleship and respond with generosity for the great vision God is 
giving us?  


