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We Get to Be the Church–Near 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 
 
 

Acts 1: 8 (ESV) 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

 

 

Acts 4:32-34 (ESV) 

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 
any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 
33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. 

 

 

What do we need in order to be and to do what God wants us to be and to do?  

 

 A great ___________________________ fueled by great power 

 

 

 

 A long perspective: the resurrection of Jesus Christ points ______________ this life 

 

 

 

 A favor mindset: great ________________, not guilt, is the Christian catalyst 

 



 
ONE 8 

We Get To Be the Church—NEAR 
Small Group Questions 

 
1. Pastor Joel shared the story of Alfred Nobel and a newspaper that mistakenly reported his 

death before he actually died. Seeing his obituary’s claim that he created the weapons 
that lead to mass destruction caused him to recalibrate the focus of his life. He created the 
Nobel Peace Prize. What kind of epitaph would be on our gravestones if it were written 
today? And if given a chance to change things, to rewrite the obituary, how effective 
would we be at making changes? Is there something specific you would like to rewrite?  

 
2. Read Acts 4:32-34. This past weeks message built upon the previous weeks message with 

the question, “what do we need in order to be the person God wants us to be and to do 
what God wants us to do? Answer the following questions from the text.  
a. What fuels a person’s/churches great testimony according to this text? Do you have 

ideas of how your testimony could increase the reputation of Jesus Christ?  
b.  How does the resurrection of Jesus Christ point past this life in your own personal 

journey? How about for Westwood?  
c. Why is great grace a greater catalyst for what we want to become and what we want 

to do as compared to guilt? Can you share a story of great grace in your life that 
changed your life for the better? 

 
3. Can you imagine what we could do for God’s mission in the world if every Westwood 

household participated in ONE 8: One Mission, One Church, One Fund? Will you pray 
for this to be fulfilled and also pray for the multi-site strategy to be used of God to 
advance His name? Pray specifically for location of the multi-site, selection of the 
Campus Pastor, and those whom God will want to lead to attend the multi-site.  

 


