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We Get to Be the Church–Here 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 
 
Acts 1:8 (ESV) 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
 
 
 
What do we need in order to be what God wants us to be and to do what God wants 
us to do? 
 
 

 We need great _____________________. 
 
 
 
 

 We need great _____________________ of _____________________. 
 
 
 
 

 We need great _____________________ and _____________________. 
 
 
 
 
How are we going to get there? 

 



 
ONE 8 

We Get to Be the Church—Here 
Discussion Questions 

 

1. How did your family celebrate birthdays when you grew up and how do you celebrate 
them in your families today? Do you personally like to celebrate your birthday quietly 
with one or a few others or with larger gatherings? Why? 
  

2. Westwood is celebrating its 20th birthday by looking back and giving thanks and looking 
ahead with God’s vision for the future. Pastor Joel talked about two words, Available and 
Prepared, as key to being who God wants us to be and to do what God wants us to do. 
How do you understand these two words as they relate to God’s church? Is it just the 
pastors and leaders who are to be available and prepared or the whole church? What 
difference does it make? 
 

3. Joel identified several other key elements needed to be what God wants us to be and to do 
what God wants us to do using Acts 1:8 and Acts 4:32 as foundational. Read the 
passages.  
 
We need great power according to Acts 1:8.  
Whose power and what kind of power is it? Who does Jesus want us to become? What 
does He want us to do and where? And Why? 
 
We need great unity of vision according to Acts 4.32. What is vision? What does this 
text say about unity and its impact?  
 
We need great faith and generosity according to Acts 4:32-34. Joel made the 
statement that true life begins with faith. Do you agree or disagree, why or why not? How 
does having great faith in Jesus Christ influence the way you treat friends, spouse, 
colleagues, etc? Do you agree that great faith leads to great generosity? Read the passage 
through verse 34 and talk about the impact. There are many reasons why Christians are 
generous and why others are less so? Why do you think this is?  



 
4. Joel introduced a new Discipleship/Generosity Initiative ONE 8 which encourages us to 

embrace ONE MISSION, ONE CHURCH, ONE FUND. We get to be the church, and 
it’s a privilege and joy to serve the purposes of God here, near and far with our time, 
talent and treasure. This past week we talked about the ministry HERE. Were you 
surprised to learn of the number of homeless teens in our communities? Do you believe 
our commitment to offer the Hope House for two years will serve to meet this need? 
What might be the impact - Read Matthew 5.16? 
 

5. In Matthew 6.21 Jesus says, where your treasure is there your heart will also be. 
Discipleship and generosity are intertwined. How? Joel gave a picture of Westwood’s 
participation in giving. Many people have learned the value and joy of giving and others 
are in a discovery place. Who taught you to give? If you are in the discovery phase what 
holds you back in giving? We all take steps in our spiritual growth and Pastor Joel invited 
everyone to take a step up in their giving as illustrated in the generosity ladder – 
motivated not by shame, but by the sheer joy of getting to be the church. What do you 
think would happen if we did?  
 

6. Would your group be willing to pray about your giving and the churches giving that 
would allow us to have greater Kingdom Impact for the glory of God? If you are able, 
take time in your groups to consider this.  
 
  

 


