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AD 400: Heresies, Councils & Imperial Christianity 
Joel K. Johnson 

 
Five Marks of ‘Catholic’ Christianity AD 70–312  

 Spread of Christianity 

 Persecution of Christians  

 Formulation of Creeds  

 Rise of Bishops  

 Confirmation of the Canon  
 
The Rise of Imperial Christianity AD 312–590 
 

Movement #1: Constantine, the Christian Emperor  

The Good  

 ____________________freedom for all  

 ____________________ for the persecuted  

 ____________________ privileges  

 New ____________________and new ____________________ 

 Outlawed ____________________ and ____________________ games  

 Made ____________________ a day of rest  

The Bad  

 Ruled with ____________________force of pagan emperors  

 Fusion of Christian ____________________ with old faith 

 Forced people to ____________________ to Christianity  

The Ugly 
~ Moved the capital from Rome to Constantinople  

~ Emulation of Roman structure in church ____________________ 
 

Movement #2: Theological Civil Wars  

 Arius and Athanasius: The divinity of Christ 
 

 The Council of Nicea in 325  
 

Movement #3: Monasticism  

The Bad 
 
The Good 

 Jerome  
 

 Benedict  
 

Movement #4: The Way of Worship  

Worship in Song 

Build Your Kingdom Here 

You Came to My Rescue 

 

Baptism 

 

Worship in Song 

Oh Lord, You’re Beautiful 

 

Community Life 

 

Reading 

Upper Room Student 

 

Offering 

Mountain 
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Closing Song 

Jesus, Only Jesus 
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Connecting the Dots #4 

AD 400: Heresies, Councils and Imperial Christianity 
Discussion Questions 

 
1. What was one of your primary take-away’s from the message? 

 
2. How are you doing in the history of this series? Lit up by it? Keeping up with it? Tolerating it? 

Lost in it? Follow Up Questions: 
 

a. Why is understanding the history of our faith important for our living of faith today? 
b. How does understanding our history of faith impact our every day? 
c. How has this series impacted you personally? 

 
3. Freedom of worship. What can this do for us if we seek to remember the freedom that we enjoy 

and experience regularly to worship? 
 

4. Movement One: Constantine – had a significant impact in the history of Christianity.  
a. The Good which one of these makes the biggest impression on you – and why? 

i. Religious freedom for all 
ii. Compensation for the persecuted 

iii. Clergy privileges, pay, benefits 
iv. New buildings and new bibles 
v. Outlawed crucifixion and gladiatorial 

vi. Made Sunday a day of rest 
b. The Bad & Ugly – which one of these makes the biggest impression on you – and why? 

i. Ruled with brutal force of pagan emperors 
ii. Fusion of Christian faith with old faith 

iii. Forced people to convert to Christianity 
iv. Moved capital from Rome to Byzantium – changed name to Constantinople 
v. Emulation of Roman structure in church governance 

 
5. Movement 2: Theological civil wars over divinity of Jesus. 

a. Arius: Jesus was not identical in substance with the Father, but was similar 
i. Jehovah’s Witness theology in our day 

b. Athanasius: Jesus is of the same substance as the Father (Trinitarian Theology) 
i. Our Theology in our day 

 
What questions do you have about these views, and how we make sense out of them? 
How do you make sense out of these theological differences? 
 



6. If Arianism presented itself at your door (Jehovah’s Witness example) – how would you respond 
and represent your views? 
 

7. It’s not about “going to church” as much as it is “that we get to be the church.” In your life right 
now, how do you sense God nudging you to be the church? 
 

8. To close, what is one take away from Sunday’s message that you want to integrate into your life?  
Close in prayer to end your group meeting. 


