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AD 300: Era of Apologetics 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 
 
The age of catholic Christianity AD 70–312 
 
 
Who were the influencers? 1 Peter 3:15 
 

Clement of Alexandria  
 

 
Origen of Alexandria  
 

 
How did we get the Bible?  
  

Transmission: How the contents of the Bible were transmitted through history  
 
 
Inspiration: The process by which Spirit-moved writers recorded God-breathed writings 
 
 
Canon: The writings deemed inspired by God and thus included in the Bible  
 
 

What was the criterion? 
 

 Apostolic authority: Was the author an apostle? 
   

 Conformity of truth: Did the book contain consistency of doctrine? 
  

 Early acceptance: Is the book accepted/used by the Body of Christ at large?  
  
 
Three Questions to live by: 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed        2 Timothy 2.15(NIV) 

 
Is the Lord well ___________________________?  
 
Is the work well __________________? 
 
Is the Word well __________________? 

 
 
Who shaped the worship of the gathered church? 
 

Worship in Song The Ascension 

 All That I AM 

  

Baptism  

 

Worship in Song Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Connecting the Dots #3 

 AD 300: Era of Apologetics  
Small Group Questions 

	  

1. The age of catholic Christianity lasted from AD 70–312. What happened in AD 70, and 
312 that made these dates the bookends for this era of the Christian faith? What does the 
word ‘catholic’ mean and why does it matter? Pastor Joel introduced the beginning of the 
Roman Catholic Church to be like a snowball, forming slowly over many centuries. Is 
this how you have understood catholic in the past?  
 

2.  The third century is marked by the rise of apologists, those who give a defense for the 
gospel. Read I Peter 3:15. What does Peter say about what all Christians ought to do and 
how to do it? How do you give a defense of Christ in your own spheres of influence?  

 
3.  Pastor Joel spoke about leadership as influence and that all of us our influencers. Read 

Mark 10:35-45. How did James and John understand leadership? How did Jesus re-define 
their and our understanding of leadership? Specifically, who are the people who will 
influence the world, or better still, the Kingdom of God most? Do you see this at work in 
your own influence? Can you give examples?  
 

4. Clement of Alexandria and Origen were two of the first Apologists. Discuss why you 
think their strategy to share the gospel won over so many from the high society and 
intellectual communities? Do you think this strategy is useful today? What present day 
Apologists do you know who are having impact and why?  
 

5. How did we get the Bible? Answer the following questions:  
• Transmission: Refers to how the contents of the Bible were transmitted through 

history. Why do we have confidence about the transmission of manuscripts related to 
scripture?   

• Inspiration: The process by which Spirit-moved writers recorded God-breathed 
writings. Read 2 Timothy 3:16. What does it say about our confidence in what is 
written? How did the Holy Spirit breathe God’s words to the Apostles?  

• Canon: The writings deemed inspired by God and thus included in the Bible.  
 

What was the criterion for selecting what would be in the Bible? Review the 
importance of each and what does it do to your own personal sense of 
confidence to trust in Scripture? (See expanded summary below)  



• Apostolic authority: Was the author an apostle? How important was this 
criteria? Read Matthew 24:35. What does Jesus say about His words? 
Read John 16:12-15.  

• Conformity of truth: Did the book contain consistency of doctrine?  
• Early acceptance: Is the book accepted/used by the Body of Christ at 

large?  
 

6. Three Questions to live by: Apply each question to this verse. How might these three 
questions help you celebrate the authority of God’s word in your everyday life and 
practice? Apply each question to II Peter 2.15.  

 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed II Timothy 2.15(NIV)  
Is the Lord well pleased? 
Is the work well done?  
Is the Word well used?  

 
 
Expanded Summary (adapted from F.F. Bruce -The Canon of Scripture by F.F. Bruce): For 
the New Testament, the process of the recognition and collection began in the first centuries of 
the Christian church. Very early on, some of the New Testament books were being recognized. 
Paul considered Luke’s writings to be as authoritative as the Old Testament (1 Timothy 5:18; see 
also Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7). Peter recognized Paul’s writings as Scripture (2 Peter 
3:15-16). Some of the books of the New Testament were being circulated among the churches 
(Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). Clement of Rome mentioned at least eight New 
Testament books (A.D. 95). Ignatius of Antioch acknowledged about seven books (A.D. 115). 
Polycarp, a disciple of John the apostle, acknowledged 15 books (A.D. 108). Later, Irenaeus 
mentioned 21 books (A.D. 185). Hippolytus recognized 22 books (A.D. 170-235). The New 
Testament books receiving the most controversy were Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, and 3 
John. 
 
The first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was compiled in A.D. 170. The Muratorian 
Canon included all of the New Testament books except Hebrews, James, and 3 John. In A.D. 
363, the Council of Laodicea stated that only the Old Testament (along with the Apocrypha) and 
the 27 books of the New Testament were to be read in the churches. The Council of Hippo (A.D. 
393) and the Council of Carthage (A.D. 397) also affirmed the same 27 books as authoritative. 
 
The councils followed something similar to the following principles to determine whether a New 
Testament book was truly inspired by the Holy Spirit: 1) Was the author an apostle or have a 
close connection with an apostle? 2) Is the book being accepted by the body of Christ at large? 3) 
Did the book contain consistency of doctrine and orthodox teaching? 4) Did the book bear 
evidence of high moral and spiritual values that would reflect a work of the Holy Spirit? Again, 
it is crucial to remember that the church did not determine the canon. No early church council 
decided on the canon. It was God, and God alone, who determined which books belonged in the 
Bible. It was simply a matter of God’s imparting to His followers what He had already decided. 
The human process of collecting the books of the Bible was flawed, but God, in His sovereignty, 
and despite our ignorance and stubbornness, brought the early church to the recognition of the 
books He had inspired. 
 
 




