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AD 200: Beginning of the Fathers 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 
Introduction: Ignatius, the Bishop of Antioch 
 
 
 
Confusion Cries Out for Clarity 
 
 

Who is Jesus? Four Rivals 
 
 

 Docetism: The belief that Jesus had no human body and only 

________________________ to have died on the cross. 

 
 

 Gnosticism: The conviction that matter is evil and salvation comes through 

special ________________________ (gnosis). Jesus’ physical body was not real.  

 
 

 Marcionism: The belief that the ____________ of Jesus was not the 

____________of the Jews. 

 
 

 The Ebionites: The belief that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah sent from the 

Jewish God to the Jewish people in fulfillment of the Jewish Scriptures. But to 

belong to the people of God, one needed to be _____________________. 

 
 

What writings do we believe to be true?  

 

 The making of bishops  

 

 

 

 The making of the New Testament  

 

 

 

Who do you say that Jesus is?  

Worship in Song Sing and Shout 

 Lay Me Down   (Choir) 

 Oceans (Band) 

 

Baptism  

 

Worship in Song Oceans (Choir) 

 It Is Well With My Soul (Band) 
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 The Earth Is Yours (Band) 
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Connecting the Dots #2 

 AD 200: Beginning of the Fathers  
Small Group Questions  

 
1. Confusion Cries Out for Clarity. That’s a good axiom for all of life. To bring clarity we ask questions and 

confront ambiguity. Take a moment and give a few examples where there was confusion in your life and what is 
it that brought clarity. You can apply this in personal life, relationships or religion.  
 

2. The confusion in the 2nd century church was stirred up around two primary questions: Who is Jesus? And what 
writings do we trust and believe because they come from the apostles? From these questions will come creeds, 
canon and episcopacy – or church organization in order to bring about order in authority and decision making.  
 

a. Who is Jesus? Review the four primary rivals to the church, or heresies, that is the teachings that were in 
opposition to orthodoxy or the teachings passed down from the apostles. Read the definition of each. Discuss 
together the general meaning of each and then bring them into focus today. Christianity has always had its 
critics. What is the criticism or opposition to Christianity and where is it coming from in your spheres of 
influence and beyond. What ‘isms’ are challenging the church today? Where do they show up in your life? 
 

• Docetism: Jesus had no human body and only appeared to have died on the cross 
• Gnosticism: The conviction that matter is evil and that emancipation comes through knowledge (gnosis). Jesus’s 

physical body was not real, but only “seemed” to be human.  
• Marcionism: The belief that the god of Jesus was not the god of the Jews. 
• The Ebionites: The belief that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah sent from the Jewish God to the Jewish people in 

fulfillment of the Jewish scriptures but to belong to the people of God, one needed to be Jewish.  
 

b. What writings do we believe to be true?  
• The making of bishops. Not only did the church become more hierarchical as numbers grew, but increasing 

confusion over what precisely the Christian message was made it ever more necessary to have recognized 
authorities so we see the rise of the bishop. When Paul organized the church, there were bishops, deacons, 
presiding officers and elders. Paul commissioned them to do the work of guiding worship and caring for the poor 
and needs within the church family. But the clear assignment and duties found at the end of the second century, 
of bishops presiding over a church or churches in a given region – is unknown as such in the NT. What are the 
pros and cons of this new way of organizing the church?  
  

• The making of the New Testament. What writings do we believe to be true? 
The rise of heresies led the early Christian leadership to further develop creeds as a way to solidify "orthodox" 
positions. Remember - in the early 2nd century the New Testament had not come fully into form. Next week 
Pastor Joel will walk through the criteria used to determine what scriptures were to be included in the canon, or 
what we call the New Testament. Do you believe the scriptures are authoritative for your life, faith and practice? 
Why or why not? You’ll come back to this question next week to see if our learning together influences your 
thinking.  
 

3. Who is Jesus to you?  


