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AD 100: Super Battles in the New Testament Era 
Joel K. Johnson 

 
Why this series on Church history? 
 
 
A snapshot of the Church in the First Century 
 

30-33: Jerusalem and the first church 
 
 
33-61: Paul and the Gentiles  
 
 
61-100: The wrath of Rome and the fall of Jerusalem  

 
The spread of Christianity 

#1 Christians are __________________ - _____________________. 

#2 People hear, believe and _____________________________ transformation. 

#3 ______________________________ and ________________________ could believe 

and receive Christ as Savior and Lord. 

#4 The story ________________________ the fundamental questions of life in the 

crumbling Roman Empire. 

#5 Christians _________________well. 

 
The persecution of the Church 

Christ-followers would not do what Rome expected them to do: 

 They would not worship Roman _______________. 

 They would not attend Roman _______________. 

 They would not support Roman _________________________________. 

 They would not __________________ babies. 

 
Christ-followers did do what others never expected them to: 

 They treated slaves, women and the underprivileged with ______________ 

and _____________________. 

 They suffered under the charge of _____________________ 

or ______________________________. 

 They violated the ____________ _____________________. 

 
“You grow more in love with Jesus as you trust Jesus more in your suffering.”            jkj  

Worship in Song How Great Thou Art   

 

The Apostles’ Creed Upper Room Student 

 

Worship in Song This I Believe 

    

Baptism 

 

Worship in Song His Glory Appears 

  Worship Center: Ben Rosenbush  

  Woodside Room: Ben Garrett  

 

Community Life AM Worship Center: Dave Trautmann 

 AM Woodside Room: Brian Suter 

 PM Worship Center: Josh Miller  

 

Offering The King Is Among Us  
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Communion Jesus Only Jesus 

 It Is Well (Through it All) 
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Connecting the Dots #1 

AD 100: Super Battles in the NT Era 
      

1. When we learn about church history we are learning about a true story, and it is our story. It’s the story about 
our past and our world with heroes and villains, and passion and betrayal, and big questions and big 
surprises. Pastor Joel identified three reasons to study church history. Which one of the three motivates your 
personal learning most?  
•  For understanding: To learn why you believe what you believe.  
•  For Inspiration: To hear the stories of yesterday’s heroes who will encourage you to follow Christ and 

deepen your faith. 
•  For Continuity: To pass on the legacy of truth and grace to the next generation. 	  

 
2. Read Matthew 28:18-19 and Acts 1:8. History is going someplace and these are some of the final words of 

Jesus that give evidence for God’s ongoing work. They outline a framework of history. What do these words 
say about Jesus and what He will do? What do they say about Christians and what they will do? Why does 
the church exist? And most importantly, how do you embrace this mission in your own life?  	  

	  
3. The Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12:1-3 states that God made a promise to Abram, to bless him and 

make into a great nation. Abram, and what would become Israel, would be blessed by God to be a blessing to 
the World. The message of God’s love and name to the world would come through Israel. And it did. Read 
Galatians 3.7-9. The first church was Jewish, but Paul was raised up to bring the mission of God’s love to the 
Gentiles. How does it affect you to know that you are connected to God’s promise made through Abram, 
spread through Paul to bring the first mixed church near the end of the first century? What are the 
implication for us as a church moving forward?  
 

4. The first century is marked by the spread of Christianity and it happened for five primary reasons. 
Review and select one that aligns with your life, or if not stated hear, how did it Christianity come into your 
life or the life of your family?  

#1 Christians are story-tellers  
#2 People hear, believe and experience transformation  
#3 Everybody and anybody could believe and receive Christ as Savior and Lord 
#4 The story answers the fundamental questions of life in the crumbling Roman Empire  
#5 Christians died well  

 
5. One of the marks of the 1st century church was persecution. What does their suffering say to us about our 

personal hardship and suffering as it relates to faith in Jesus Christ? Why does God allow suffering in our 
lives? Read James 1:2-4 and share what you observe in this text about suffering and its purpose.  

 
6. Pastor Joel said, “You grow more in love with Jesus as you trust Jesus more in your suffering.” True 

or false? Why or why not?  


