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What Changed? Fellowship 
Joel K. Johnson 

 

 

Matthew 9:9-12 (ESV) 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his 
disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick.” 

 

 

 

What was the historical landscape of fellowship? 

 

 

 

What changed with the coming of Christ? 

 

 

 

What does it look like for us to be ‘friends of sinners?’  
 
 
 

 ______________ people the way God __________________ people 
 
 
 
 

 __________________people the way you want to be _____________________ 
 
 
 
 

 _______________ people the way God loves _______________ 

Worship in Song  Open up the Heavens 

 Joy to the World 

 

  Worship Center: Ben Rosenbush  

 Woodside Room: Ben Garrett 

 

Advent Reading  

 

Worship in Song O Come O Come Emmanuel 

 

Community Life  AM Worship Center: Dave Trautmann 

  AM Woodside Room: Brian Suter 

  PM Worship Center: Josh Miller 

 

Offering  Come and Stand Amazed  
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Communion His Glory Appears 

 Come Ye Sinners 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

The holidays are upon us and year-end is not far behind. This is a reminder to those 

considering a year-end gift of stock or mutual funds to support the ministries of Westwood. 

Please note that such transactions can take more than 30 days to process. Once you have 

initiated the gift with your broker, please send an email to accounting@westwoodcc.org 

with the type and quantity of stock and whether to designate to the General or Building 

funds; privacy laws limit the ability of brokers to give us this information. Call Mary 

Anderson at 952.224.7334 with any questions. 



 
Inauguration Day #2 

What Changed?  Fellowship 
 
We don’t associate Inauguration Day with Christmas, but really the most significant 
Inauguration Day in history is the day when Christ was born. He changed everything. 
Inauguration means beginning, the start of something new.  
 

1. Read Luke 4:18–19. Jesus announces that a new age was beginning, but that 
announcement carries within it a harsh criticism of all those powers of the present order.  
His announcement was for the poor, but others kept them poor and benefited from their 
poverty. He addressed the captives (bonded slaves), but others wanted that arrangement 
unchanged. He named the oppressed, but there are never oppressed without oppressors.  
From your perspective share why it was so hard for the ‘powers that be’ (Jewish and 
Roman) to welcome Jesus. What are they holding onto? 
  

2. Does anybody in your group have or did you have a nickname? What was it and who 
called you by that name? What feeling does it conjure up for you? 

  
3. Read Luke 7:34. Jesus is given the nick name, or he’s branded with the name “Friend of 

Sinners.” Who gave him that name? Do you think this bothered Jesus? Why or why not?  

4. Read Matthew 9:9-12. Who is Jesus hanging out with and why is this outside of what is 
considered appropriate in their time? Pastor Joel spoke about what Jesus changed in 
terms of fellowship with children, women, Gentiles and sinners. What if there were no 
Christmas, that is, Christ never came? How do you think the world would be different in 
terms of relationships with women, children, nations and sinners?  

5. Jesus was willing to hang out and eat with outcasts which threatened the fundamental 
morality of society. The outcasts were the product of a legal arrangement that determined 
what was acceptable and unacceptable, clean and unclean, right and wrong. Crossing 
over the barrier of right and wrong implied that when it comes to receiving God’s mercy 
the wrong are as entitled as the right. Jesus is called friend of sinners. Are you? We have 
our own world view of who is in and out, clean and unclean, right and wrong. Who fits 
these categories in our social structures today?  

 



6. If Christians are to live like Jesus then we are to be friends of sinners as well. What is it 
hard for us to do this? What are we holding onto that makes it difficult to be with the 
‘outcasts’ of today, and to dine with them? 
 

7. Joel reviewed the three laws of love as our way of being friends to sinners. Each is 
stated. Answer the questions that follow.  
 
#1 To See people the way God sees people. How does God see people that sets his 
‘seeing’ apart from ours? What do you think God wants us to see when we look at people 
no matter who they are or the sins they’ve committed?   
 
#2 To Treat people the way you want to be treated. How do you want to be treated. 
How might that get carried out when you intersect with those whom you consider 
outcasts?  
 
#3 To Love people the way God loves you. Give an example from your life of an 
experience you had with God’s love for you that changed you. Why is this law of love so 
important in helping us intersect with people who hold different social values than our 
own.   

 
8. Memorize the three laws of love. Teach them to your children if you have them. Begin to 

live your life with the filter of these laws and what do you think will happen to your daily 
life?  

 
 


