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A View From the Bridge 
Pastor Joel K. Johnson 

 

 
Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 

  
                                                                                   Proverbs 4:23 (ESV) 

 

Message: The primary cause of busyness is pride. Guard your heart from pride 
which fuels the barrenness of busyness. 

 

 

Humility is essential to a well ordered life  

“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Cast all 
your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
 1 Peter 5:5b-7 (NIV) 

 

 

Four motivators to be humble  

 Verse 5b: God is opposed to the proud 

 Verse 5b: God gives favor to the humble 

 Verse 6: God will use his mighty hand to lift up the humble 

 Verse 7: God will use his mighty hand to care for the humble 

 

 

What is pride and how does it lead to the barrenness of busyness?  
Pride has many faces. 

 I’m self-_________________________.                                                    Hosea 13:4-6(NIV) 

 I’m self-____________________and self-___________________.    Deut. 8:11-17 (NIV) 

 I’m not very __________________________.                                 Jeremiah 13:9-10  (NIV) 

 I like to take _______________________for what God does.    Daniel 4:30-32, 37 (NIV) 

 I have _____________________ myself and like 

the accolades of my ________________________.                         Matthew 23:6-7 (NIV) 

 I struggle to ______________________ in God.                                 Proverbs 28:25 (NIV) 
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Service Order:   All Creatures 

  Lay Me Down 

  We Believe 

   The Apostles’ Creed 

   FaithStory  

   Community Life 

   All That I Am 

   Message 

   Beautiful Things 

Weekend Services September 14, 2014 

Message by Pastor Joel K. Johnson 

Westwood's Annual Meeting will be Monday, September 15 at 6:30pm in the new Woodside 
Room. Hear ministry reports, view a “year in review” video and hear direction for this upcoming 
ministry year. Members will vote on budget and leadership (request absentee ballots by email 
to ballotrequest@westwoodcc.org). Come at 5:30 to enjoy dinner in the Worship Center—
donations accepted. RSVP online. 

Leadership Board Bios and Annual Reports are available in the literature racks and online. 

Advance registration is not required for the meeting but please bring, if you have one, your 
Westwood key tag to sign in. Visit our home page (westwoodcc.org) for information on Leader-
ship Board and Nominating Committee candidates, full meeting agenda and menu. 



 
Good Bye Busy, Hello Life #2 

A View from the Bridge 
 

Last week we looked at a busyness as sinkholes, they’re common, costly and sometimes deadly. 
This week Pastor Joel’s message stated that the primary cause of busyness is pride. He called us  
to learn how to guard our hearts from pride which fuels the barrenness of busyness. 
 
1. If you can make time in your busy worlds read and memorize I Peter 5:6-7. This verse reminds us that 

humility is essential to a well ordered Life. What are four incentives to be humble from this passage? 
How could this powerful character trait help you manage busyness? 
 

2. Pastor Joel asked the question “what is pride and how does it lead to the barrenness of busyness?” 
Pride has many faces. Review six of the faces Joel identified and use it as a self-assessment. How 
does each one fuel busyness? Which of the following expressions of pride do you need to pay 
attention to because you may vulnerable to its power. 
• I’m self-satisfied        Hosea 13:4-6(NIV) 
• I’m self-sufficient and self-reliant     Deut.8: 11-17 
• I’m not very teachable        Jeremiah 13:9-10  
• I like to take credit for what God does      Daniel 4:30-32, 37 
• I have proved myself and like the accolades of my position   Matthew 23:6-7 
• I struggle to trust in God       Proverbs 28:25 

3. The faces of pride above could each be assigned what Kevin DeYoung calls in his book Crazy Busy, 
the Killer P’s of Pride. Which of the following expressions of pride have you fallen into in the last 
week: people-pleasing, possessions, proving yourself, poor planning, perfectionism? What do you 
think made you vulnerable? 

4. Reflect on the present decisions you need to make about how to invest your time and energy. How 
could the question, “Would I be trying to do good or make myself look good?” help you make wise 
decisions? 

 


