
 
 

2nd Chance God #1 
Perspective: Your View – God’s View 

Luke 15:11–32 (ESV) 
 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son  
Start out by reading Luke 15:11–32 out loud for the group.  
 

1. If you are comfortable, have a few people share about a time in their life when they have needed a 2nd chance  
from God.  

2. Everyone is need of a 2nd Chance from God…and many more than that.  Why do some people drift away from God 
when He is the one who can give them the 2nd chance they are looking for? Why is the title of this parable—‘“The 
Parable of the Prodigal Son” given in church history misleading?  

3. Interact with the specifics of the story. Why does the younger son need a 2nd chance? Identify the specifics of  
his ‘waywardness.”  

4. Why does the older son need a 2nd chance? Identify the specifics of his ‘waywardness.”  
5. How does the younger and older brother view God in this story? 
6. What is the picture of the Father when he sees his son returning after he squandered his inheritance? How does that 

mirror the heart of God the Father when a sinner comes to Him?  
Describe the qualities that Jesus wants us to know about who God the Father really is? How then might this impact 
how we choose to live our lives when it comes to our ‘sin’ as well as our ‘righteousness?”  

7. Tim Keller in his book “The Prodigal God” says, (p.10) “The targets of this story are not “wayward sinners” but religious 
people who do everything the Bible requires. Jesus is pleading not so much with immoral outsiders as with moral 
insiders.” Pastor Joel believes the parable addressed both but that Jesus elevates the sin of the elder brother because 
we are often blinded his way of living as being sin. Do you agree?   

8. How is our own morality sometimes a hindrance in fully trusting Jesus on a daily basis?  
9. We may not have a lot of “younger brothers” in our churches because churches are more full of older brothers than 

we’d like to think. In your experience, do you think this is right? Has there been any hint of an elder brother attitude at 
any time in your own Christian life? 

10. Speculate as to what the younger son might have been thinking when the Father lavished his love on him? How would 
he have felt in that moment?  

11. Pastor Joel said that Jesus was redefining our understanding God as Father, sin and salvation.  What is this new 
understanding Jesus wants us to embrace concerning each of these? 

12. If you trusted Christ as an adult, what did it mean to you when you realized that God’s love and acceptance is a  
free gift?  

13. Both younger and elder brothers need God’s initiating love like the Father demonstrates in the parable. Let’s start by 
sharing some things we are thankful for when it comes to God’s initiating love towards us.  

14. How has Jesus parable helped you in thinking about God, the gospel, the Christian life?  
15. Is there someone you know who is in need of a 2nd Chance God in their lives. Could you pray for them, invite them to 

church during this series or help them in any way to embrace the hope God brings when we disappoint him.  


