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Read Revelation 20:1-15 

 
The world we live in is out of kilter primarily because of Satan and His accomplices, the beast of the sea (anti-Christ) and 
the beast of the land (false prophets) and order needs to be restored. In Revelation 19 the final great conflict between good 
and evil takes place. John does not give details about the battle and portrays only the result – the overwhelming defeat of 
the enemies of Christ. The two beasts were put in their proper place, the lake of fire, which is the final permanent place of 
punishment for all who refuse to submit to Jesus Christ.     
 
But there are still loose ends: What will happen to Satan? What happens to the dead, both the faithful, and the impenitent?  
The loose ends of the story get resolved in Chapter 20 when everyone and everything is put in their proper place.    
 

1. In 20:1, an unnamed angel manhandles Satan. What do the verbs in 20: 1-3 communicate? What is the difference 
between the abyss and the lake of fire?  

 
2. What is Satan’s most frequent ploy (20:3; cf. 12:9; 13:14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10)? How does Satan deceive 

you? Why is it necessary for him to once again be released? 
 

3. Who are the mysterious “they” that reign with Christ during this thousand-year reign (20:4; cf. 20:5)?  Pastor Joel 
identified three primary interpretations when the millennium takes place:  Amillennialism, Pre-millennialism, and 
Post-millennialism. You may want to summarize each view in the group. 
 
Bible students have read into John’s account ideas from other parts of the Bible (such as rapture, the tribulation, 
the reconstruction of the Jewish Temple), none of which are mentioned here.  Each of these interpretations 
involves difficulties but the central truth of all three is the clear and direct affirmation: Christ will return as he 
promised and will destroy the forces of evil and establish God’s eternal kingdom. Why do you think Bible 
teachers today emphasize these views when John says so little about how the thousand-year reign really looks? 
 

4. What is the difference between the first and second resurrections (20:5-6)? 
 

5. Why does God release Satan from the Abyss (20:7)? Are there reasons implied in the text or the whole of the 
Bible? Satan is successful in his attempt to “deceive the nations.” What does this tell us about man’s nature? 
 

6. In 20:11 we learn about the “great white throne.” What is significant about the adjectives “great” and “white?” 
This throne speaks of what characteristic of God? From your perspective, does it ever look like the throne is 
unoccupied-that life on planet earth is running recklessly out of control? When did God’s sovereignty become 
more than an abstract theological concept for you? When has God come through for you when life was difficult? 
 

7. Joel made reference to a “Book of Merit” and a “Book of Life.”  What does each refer to? Will there be different 
degrees of punishment in hell (cf. Matt 11:20-24). If so, what does this seem to be based upon (see Matt 10:14-
15; 11:21-24; 12:36; Rev 20:13)? 

 
Close your time reflecting on what truth is most important or helpful to you when learning about the millennium in 
Revelation 20.   


