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Read  
 
Revelat ion Chapters 17–18
 
In Revelation 17–18, an angel gives John a vision that clearly warns against the lure of worldly seduction in the midst of worldly 
persecution. In this vision, a woman portrayed as an alluring prostitute represents the worldly desires that trap humanity and 
renders useless those who claim to be spiritual. This woman sits upon the beast who represents the persecution of believers 
and who ultimately will turn against the worldliness of the woman and devour her. This symbolic picture gives a graphic taste of 
the destructive nature of the world without Christ; sin turns upon itself so that it destroys whatever lays in its path. The sinful 
nature of this world entices all people to pursue that which will replace God in their lives. The world encourages us to place 
ourselves as the focus of our lives, leading us to infidelity, idolatry, and immorality against God. But God has conquered sin, and 
those who trust in Him for salvation find eternal security in Him. 
 
 
Study 
 
1. Pastor Joel clarified two kinds of guilt – “Stuck guilt” which comes from the shame of personal sin.  We get stuck and can’t 

seem to be free from it and our sin repeats itself over and over again in our head.  “Holy Spirit” guilt is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to convict us of sin so that we would turn away from sin and be cleansed of all unrighteousness.  Knowing that we, 
by faith in Jesus Christ, have this promise from God to wash away our sins (I John 1:9) then why do we struggle to confess 
our sin?  Can you give a personal example of an experience where you could see the difference between ‘stuck sin’ and 
‘Holy Spirit’ sin in your life?  

2. The world lures us with temptations such as sensual pleasures, more possessions, power, and pride. How are these 
pursuits consumed with our own personal satisfaction instead of faithfulness to God? How do they entice us to replace 
God with ourselves—the sin of idolatry? 

3. Considering these attractions, why is it fitting that a prostitute is used to symbolize the lure of worldliness? 
4. How does the idea of infidelity and idolatry against God reveal that the problem with worldliness is a problem with our 

hearts? 
5. What are some of the greatest worldly enticements that our culture faces? What are some of the greatest worldly 

enticements that we face in our churches? What are some of the greatest worldly enticements that you face? 
6. How can we tell whether our wealth/possessions are a tool for the gospel or are controlling us in a race to always have 

what is bigger, better, newer, or cooler? 
7. How has the pursuit of worldly endeavors impacted your marriage, children, jobs, dreams, spending patterns, and 

decisions in practical, everyday ways? What sins do you need to repent of in those areas? 
8. In Revelation 18:16-17, we can see that the lures of this world will ultimately be destroyed. How is that truth also illustrative 

of how sin will destroy individual lives? 
9. How does the conquering Lamb, King of kings, and Lord of lords in Revelation 17:14 give us hope in the midst of a culture 

entrenched with pursuing more of what doesn’t matter? 
10. What are small choices that you can make today that will help you begin to pursue God over a love for worldly pleasures? 

 
 
Conclude your time as a group in a prayer of confession asking God to help you see where is second rather than first in your life.  


