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Read  
 
Revelat ion Chapters 15–16
 
This text contains symbolic bowls of wrath poured out by a holy, just God on unbelieving humanity for their sins of persecution 
and idolatry. In the midst of the strong language of torment and judgment are two songs of praise to God that reveal his 
attributes. Many people today, even Christians, wrestle with how the God of love can also be a God of wrath.  
 
We cannot understand this completely but we can get a glimpse of perspective from the Scriptures. The only way to answer 
that question rightly is to start in the right place by embracing a high view of God and then a humble view of humanity.   
 
Pastor Joel spoke from Revelation 15–16, revealing the beautiful descriptions of God’s sovereignty, glory, holiness, 
righteousness and love, all of which make Him utterly worthy of worship. He also spoke about our humanity, on the other hand, 
which has in reality sinned in every conceivable way, shunning the truth of God and turning away from Him for our own ways. 
Rather than embracing these holy attributes of God, we denounce the sovereignty of God, disregard fear of God, defame the 
glory of God, dishonor the holiness of God, despise the righteousness of God, and deny or dismiss the love of God.  
 
Simply put, we deserve God’s wrath. Embracing this right view of God and humanity leads to a startling conclusion: we can 
embrace the hope of the Gospel. Because of Christ’s completed work on the cross, repentant Christ-followers receive the 
mercy of God and are not left to endure the wrath due to them. Instead, by His grace revealed in Revelation, we are exhorted to 
walk in purity, witness with urgency, and worship with authenticity.  
 
Study 
 
1. What does it mean to “embrace a high view of God?” How does a high view of God change the way you worship Him? 
2. Why are people so easily tempted not to have a high view of God? What do these varieties of temptations look like? 
3. As you consider God’s character revealed through the seven bowls of wrath, which character trait has given you the 

greatest sense of peace lately? How have you valued His character more deeply as you’ve walked through trials? 
4. What does it mean to move to a humble view of humanity? How does a humble view of yourself and other people change 

the way you worship God? 
5. In what ways do you view humanity more highly than you ought? How do you view God more lowly than you ought? 
6. Why are people so easily tempted to have a high view of humanity instead of God? What does reversing the two produce? 
7. Have you accepted the fact that apart from God’s grace, you are infinitely deserving of God’s eternal wrath? Why is it 

important to remember that fact often? How does realizing that reality change the way you value Christ and share the 
gospel? 

8. Do you severely underestimate the severity of your own sin—and the One against whom you sin? How does the answer to 
that question drive you to a deeper hunger for God’s Word? 

9. Why is the cross the only source of hope for humanity? What are we to do in response to the cross? 
10. Pastor Joel challenged us to let God’s wrath motivate holiness in our lives, not because we fear His wrath, but because we 

feel his hatred of sin. Once we put our faith in Christ, it’s easy to forget about His wrath since we understand we are no 
longer under it. But why is that a dangerous practice? In what specific ways should we allow God’s wrath to motivate us? 
In other words, because God’s just wrath is real, what does God want us to do? 


