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Love Mercy 
Joel K. Johnson 

 
 
Micah 6:8 (NIV)  
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
 
Why did God communicate these words to us through Micah?  
 
 
 
What is ‘good’ that God requires of us?  

 

MERCY/chesed/ֶחֶסד  
 

 
The beauty of mercy 

 
 

‘Mercy’ is derived from the word _______________. 
 

 It is a _______________________ ________________________ love. 
 

 It is a ___________________________ connectedness. 
 
 
 
The usefulness of mercy 
 
 

‘Mercy’ is the ____________________ we express toward each other as God’s people. 
 

 It means _______________________________________. 
 
 

 It involves __________________________ and ____________________________. 
 
 
 

‘Mercy’ is to be expressed to ____________ people. 
 

 Even when it is ____________________________. 
 
 

 Even when it’s within one’s power to __________________ or ________________ 

Worship in Song Praise the Father, Praise the Son 

  All That I Am 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Worship in Song Our Father 
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The Just Church 
“Love Mercy” 

 
1. Commit these words to memory and make them the map for personal ethical decisions at 

home, at school, at church, in politics and in business. If anyone has already memorized it 
then share the verse with the group and encourage each other to put it in heart and mind 
for next week.  

Micah 6:8 (NIV)  
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God. 

	  
2. Pastor Joel spoke about the context of Micah’s prophecy and the reality of the day is similar to 

ours on two fronts: Prosperity and Terrorism. They were living in prosperous time but feeling the 
pressure from Assyrian terror groups advancing closer to Israel. What happens to our view of and 
need for God in times of prosperity? How can we heed that warning to protect ourselves better in 
such times?   

 
3. Biblical scholars debate how to express this word “mercy’ in English because it really 

has no precise equivalent in our language. There are dimensions of meaning that relate to 
its beauty and usefulness. Pastor Joel laid out a three-fold flow.  
 
a. In terms of beauty, the word ‘mercy’ is describes an attribute of God’s nature. The 

word is derived from the word ‘womb.’ Discuss the qualities of ‘womb-like’ love in 
your group from what you have observed or experienced personally. Joel used the 
word ‘generous connectedness’ – what did he mean by that? How does this flow from 
God’s attribute of being merciful? 
  

b. In terms of usefulness, the word mercy is the attitude we express toward each other as 
God’s people, how we are to be in the family of faith. Mercy means loving-kindness 
and involves steadfastness and persistence. It’s also translated as “loyalty.” Describe 
the best of what loyalty does for you in relationship with your spouse or good friend.  
Describe what breaks when loyalty is violated? What practical expressions help 
enrich the mercy shared between each other who are the people of God in these 
relationships?  



 
c. In terms of usefulness, the word mercy is expressed not simple to those in covenant 

relationship with God and each other, but God requires that we give it to those 
beyond the family of faith. Read Matthew 10:25-36. When Jesus told the lawyer the 
story of the good Samaritan he asked which one was a neighbor to the man who was 
beaten up. How does the lawyer answer and how does Jesus respond? What are the 
implications for us as a church and for you personally? Pastor Joel included a 
definition of mercy as “compassion with an expression of kindness or forgiveness 
shown toward someone whom it is within one's power to punish or harm.” Why 
is it so hard for us to do this? Why would we even consider doing this?  

 
d. Discuss with each other how you can increase your awareness and deepen your 

engagement to help bring help and hope to victims of injustice. Is anyone in your 
group participating in one of the justice offerings identified in Volume 1 this month?  

 


