
Sermon Series Discussion Questions Nov 9 & 10, 2013
Seven 8: Prevailing in Philadelphia 
Revelation 3:7-13
1. Someone in the group read Revelation 3:7-13. Did you notice that, 

in Jesus’ performance review, He has no words of condemnation, 
only affirmation and praise? One other church among the SEVEN 
received only praise and no condemnation—can anyone recall which 
church it is? 

2. Philadelphia represents the kind of church God likes to work 
through. Pastor Joel talked about the importance of Vision and 
Involvement. Which of the four represents your place in serving the 
church? Can the mission get done without a crew? How might you 
respond to people in the other three categories—can you move them 
to become crews?

 

3. Read vs. 7. In each of the letters Jesus establishes His identity. 
Identify the four qualities Jesus claims for Himself. Do any of them 

surprise you? What does each mean and which one speaks most to 
you personally? Why is Jesus starting the letter with these words?

4. Read 3:8-10 again. Jesus praises them in these ways:

a. You have opportunity and you seize it (8a). What is the open 
door Christ puts before them? Read Colossians 4:2-3. Do you 
see God open doors for you? How do you know He is opening 
doors? 

b. You have little power and remain faithful? (8b).In what two 
ways was the church of Philadelphia faithful? What is the 
implication for Westwood—for you? 

c. You face ridicule and remain loyal?(9-10). What opposition is 
the church facing? Do you face opposition in your sphere of 
influence?

5. Jesus makes the following promises in 11-13. 

a. I am coming soon…so hold fast. Why does Jesus say to “Hold 
fast?” What puts you at risk from holding fast? Would Jesus 
coming make a difference in your capacity to hold fast? 

b. I will make you a pillar…so be safe. For the people in Philadelphia 
this picture of being a pillar was meaningful since they often had 
to dwell outside of the city because of the great earthquakes. What 
was Jesus promising then? 

6. Summarize in your own words the kind of church God loves to use 
for His glory.
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The Picture of Jesus 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true 
one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one 
opens. Revelation 3:7

•  The Holy One 

•  The True One 

•  The One Who has the Key of David 

•  The One…who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens

Today’s Message
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The Praises of Jesus 
8“I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to 
shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. 9Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they 
are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your 
feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 10Because you have kept my word about 
patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, 
to try those who dwell on the earth.” Revelation 3:8-10

•  You have opportunity and you work (vs. 8a) 

•  You have little power but remain faithful (vs. 8b)

•  You face ridicule and remain loyal (vs 9-10)

The Promise of Jesus s
11I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12The 
one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out 
of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 
13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ Revelation 3:11-13

•  I am coming soon…so hold fast 

•  I will make you a pillar…so be safe

•  I will write God’s name on you…so be secure

The Praises of Jesus 
8“I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to 
shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. 9Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they 
are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your 
feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 10Because you have kept my word about 
patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, 
to try those who dwell on the earth.” Revelation 3:8-10

•  You have opportunity and you work (vs. 8a) 

•  You have little power but remain faithful (vs. 8b)

•  You face ridicule and remain loyal (vs 9-10)

The Promise of Jesus s
11I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12The 
one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out 
of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 
13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ Revelation 3:11-13

•  I am coming soon…so hold fast 

•  I will make you a pillar…so be safe

•  I will write God’s name on you…so be secure


