
Sermon Series Discussion Questions Nov 2 & 3, 2013
Seven 7: Sleeping in Sardis 
Revelation 3:1-9

1. Read the entire letter to the church of Sardis.  What is Jesus’ diagnosis 
of the church called Sardis? Does it surprise you that Jesus speaks so 
poignantly to this church?  How do His words shape your view of 
who Jesus us and what He is doing here? 

2. Pastor Joel talked about the importance of reputation and raised 
the question:  “Whose reputation are you managing?”  The focus of 
the question relates to the truth that Jesus intends that we, through 
our lives, acts, deeds, and words, seek to honor God and make him 
look good.  But rather, we tend to default to honoring our own name 
and focus on making our image look good in the presence of others.  
How do you see thought lived out in your own life?  What kinds of 
things could help you redirect your energy toward God’s name and 
reputation as priority over yours?  And how do you think such a shift 
of thinking impacts your life daily?

3. Have you experienced a ‘dead church.’  What are the qualities that 
most stand out to you about such a church and describe your 
experience with it, if any. 

4.  Identify the four remedies that Jesus gives this church and talk 
about what they mean and why you think they were important to 
Christians in Sardis as well as today.  

5. If Sardis is a spiritually dead church then what does a spiritually alive 
church look like?  Pastor Joel turned to the church of acts as a picture 
of spiritual vitality?  Someone read the passage below from Acts. 
Take about 7-10 minutes and privately do a personal assessment. On 
a scale of 1-5, one being low and five being high, rank your spiritual 

condition.   To the end you are comfortable sharing your results in 
your groups do so.  But do it for the purpose of clarifying why certain 
marks of being vitality are high and then why some are low.  Share 
ideas that would stir one another on toward being spiritually alive.  
And share how things advance the reputation of Jesus Christ. 

Ten Vital Signs of a Healthy Church 
Acts 2:42-47:  42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And 
awe[e] came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions 
and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were being saved.

DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF BIBLICAL TEACHING (v.42) 
1.  After his resurrection Jesus said to the disciples, “...teach them to 

obey everything I have commanded you...” (Matt.28/20) - and so 
the Apostles did that & passed on all they had learned. The People 
devoted themselves to their teaching to learn and be transformed.  
The centrality & authority of God’s Word were foundational to the 
growth & maturity of Church

                                                                       

     (over)
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2. MEANINGFUL FELLOWSHIP (v.42)“Koinonia” – puts focus on 
the ‘we’ not the ‘me.’ We’re Community, family, …we are stronger 
together than alone.  We stand with each other, by each other, for 
each other in Christ.  

3. BREAKING OF BREAD (v.42) 
 The focus of fellowship was the Lord’s Supper - a constant reminder 

of the death & resurrection of Jesus – Jesus really died for our sins, 
Jesus really rose again for our salvation.

 Without the Easter event, there is no Christianity - they 
remembered again and again.  

4 STEADFAST PRAYER (42) 
 These people knew how to release heaven’s resources through 

prayer - they breathed the atmosphere of prayer. Prayer was the first 
resource, not the last resort.

5 SUPERNATURAL AWARENESS (v.43)  
 They were undone, overcome with how the Spirit shows up in 

community. The presence & power of God was manifest among 
them - they experienced it personally. 

6 UNIFIED COMMUNITY (v.44) 
 It’s the ‘we” again not ‘”me” again theme.  “Togetherness” was not 

just theory or doctrine - it was pulsating reality. This reality was 
expressed in deed & action. 

7 EXTRAVAGENT GENEROSITY (v.45) 
 A radical attitude to possessions emerged. It was exciting, 

extravagant, seemingly impractical...but real!  Personal possessions 
became Kingdom resources - true unity & community flows in 
generosity.  

8 GENUINE HOSPITALITY(v.46) 
 The power of hospitality (an open heart & an open home) provides 

the Church with a wonderful opportunity to affirm the value of 
every human being. 

9 GRATEFUL PRAISE(v.47) 
 They worshiped together and ate in each other’s homes. There is 

something magnetic & attractive about a people who are thankful & 
express it. Vitality in public worship is important for spiritual health 
& it is a sure sign of the Spirit 

10 NEW CHRISTIANS (v.47) And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.

 Christians freely share the love of Jesus in their spheres of influence 
and people are saved.



Sleeping in Sardis (Revelation 3:1–6) Pastor Joel K. Johnson

The City of Sardis 

Jesus’ Diagnosis
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits 
of God and the seven stars.“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. Revelation 3:1

•	 Your reputation and your reality are not one and the same 

•	 You’re a dead church

Jesus’ Prescription 
2Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works 
complete in the sight of my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour 
I will come against you. Revelation 3:2-3 

•	 Wake Up 

•	 Strengthen what remains

•	 Remember what you have received and heard 

•	 Repent 

Jesus’ Promise 
4Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and 
they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5The one who conquers will be clothed 
thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess 
his name before my Father and before his angels. 6He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.’ Revelation 3:4-6

•	 You will be clothed in white garments 

•	 Your name will be in the book of life 

Today’s Message
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Ten Vital Signs of a Healthy Church 
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47
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