
Sermon Series Discussion Questions Oct 12 & 13, 2013
Seven 5: Compromising in Pergamum 
Revelation 2:12–17

1. Read Revelation 2:12. 

a. Read Hebrews 4:12esv: 12For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

b. Jesus refers to Himself as “the One who has the sharp 
two-edged sword” (2:12; cf. Rev 1:16; 2:16; 19:15, 21). 
What does this “sword” represent? 

2. Read Revelaiton 2:13. Jesus calls this city the throne of Satan. Why? 
What are the implications of Satan’s presence in the world today? 

3. Jesus commends them for two things. First, He commends them for 
living in a tough place. Why do you think it would be hard to live in 
this place as a Christian? Second, He says “you hold fast to my name.” 
Is it hard to hold to Jesus name or speak His name in your sphere of 
influence? Why or why not? Why is Jesus name so beautiful on the 
one hand and so divisive on the other?

4. Essentially, Jesus is saying they are doing well in the face of great 
temptation and opposition. What areas are Christians most 
susceptible to temptation in our culture? 

5. Jesus gives clear direction on what to do when we compromise. Read 
Revelaiton 2:16. What does He require? Talk about why repentance 
is important not just for salvation but for sanctification–growing 
in faith. 

6. How is repentance different from regret and remorse? 

7. Why is compromise so deadly–how does it start and where does it 
lead? Joel gave three ways we can avoid compromise. Explain why 
each is so important. What would you add to these practices? 

a. Make God’s Word your standard of conduct. 

b. Begin every day on your knees. 

c. Follow the initial promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

8. Read Revelation 2:17. How does Jesus console them? As best you can, 
talk about the significance of Jesus’ provision of hidden manna and 
the white stone? 

When we come to faith we get a new ‘name’ or identity. To become a 
Christian is to be reborn. Not only does Jesus die and rise to forgive our 
sin, but He makes us different, a new people. So you’re not just a forgiven 
version of yourself, you’re a forgiven and changed version of yourself. 
Now, how many of you experienced this as new Christians? Have you 
thought to yourself, “I never wanted to read the Bible, and I like reading 
it. I didn’t want to hang out with Christians, and now I’m looking for 
them. I didn’t want to go to church, and now I’m sitting in one, and I’m 
singing. All of a sudden what I used to do, I’m ashamed of. And things 
I used to make fun of, that’s what I’m doing.” You’ve been born again. 
You’ve become a new person. The Holy Spirit has taken up residence in 
you. Share about the changes in your life as you put your faith in Jesus 
Christ. 



Compromising in Pergamum (Revelation 2:12–17) Pastor Joel K. Johnson

Trust the simplicity and clarity of Jesus’ words

And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: “The words of him who has the sharp 
two-edged sword.” Revelation 2:12esv

12For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12esv

Jesus encourages them 
13“‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did 
not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, 
where Satan dwells. Revelation 2:13esv 

• “I know where you dwell” (vs13a)

•  “You hold fast my name”(vs.13b) 

Jesus confronts them
14But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat 
food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15So also you have some who hold the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans.  Revelation 2:14-15esv

• You’re confused about leadership (vs.14)

• You’re compromising in lifestyle (vs.15)
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Jesus tells them what to do 
16Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of 
my mouth. Revelation 2:16

Repent:

Understand the power of compromise   

1. The first step is the most dangerous.

2. The nature of compromise. 

3. The consequences of compromise.

4. Avoid compromise

• Make God’s Word your standard of conduct.

• Begin every day on your knees.

• Follow the initial promptings of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus’ consoles them
17He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with 
a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.
 Revelation 2:16-17

• “I will give you manna” (vs.17b)

• “I will give you a white stone”(vs.17c)
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