
Sermon Series Discussion Questions Oct 5 & 6, 2013
Seven 4: Suffering in Smyrna 
Revelation 2:8–11

1. How do you feel when you are going in for a ‘performance review’ 
and how do you generally feel when the review is complete? 

2. Read Revelation 2:8-11. If we liken the letters from Jesus to these 
seven churches as a ‘performance review’ then the church of Smyrna 
is doing great. They receive all praise and only one admonition. What 
is the admonition and why is it so important? 

3. It seems like the worst of times to the Christians living in Smyrna. 
Identify four hardships these Christians are enduring and will endure 
in the future. It’s hard to speculate, but speak about how you think 
you would stand for Christ in the midst of such distress? Does anyone 
in the group have experience of being opposed or persecuted for your 
faith? Describe what you experienced and how you handled it. 

4. As bad as things may seem they are actually better than they seem. 
Note these five reasons why things are better than they seem. How do 
these five offerings of Jesus bring encouragement to them and to you? 
Choose the one that brings you personal hope and encouragement. 

a. Jesus has the last word.  
 
“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of 
the first and the last...” 
 Revelation 2:8a 
 
This is what nullifies all slander. In the end there will only be 
truth. Christ and not slander will be last. 

b. Jesus is alive now and forevermore.  
 
“The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.” 
 Revelation 2:8b 

c. Jesus knows your pain.  
 
“I know your tribulation and your poverty…” 
 Revelation 2:9a 

d. You are ‘rich’ with the riches of Jesus Christ.   
 
“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich)...” 
 Revelation 2:9 

e. You will receive from Jesus the crown of life.  
 
Do not fear what you are about to suffer... Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give you the crown of life. 
 Revelation 2:10

5. How have you suffered for your faith? If you do not feel you have 
suffered, have you avoided suffering for your faith? If so, why?

6. What is one thing you have learned in this study? How will you put 
that into practice in your life this week? Write some of these things 
down. If you are in a small group, discuss this together.



Suffering in Smyrna Pastor Joel K. Johnson

8“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who 
died and came to life. 9“‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
10Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’
 Revelation 2:8-11esv

Synopsis of Smyrna 

It seems like the worst of times Revelation 2:9-10

How could they/you not be afraid?  Things are better than they seem because…

1. Jesus has the last                                 . Revelation 2:8a

2. Jesus is           now and forevermore. Revelation 2:8b

3. Jesus knows your                 . Revelation 2:9a

4. You are                  with the riches of Jesus Christ.  Revelation 2:9

5. You will receive from Jesus the                                         . Revelation 2:10

6. Jesus will not let you be hurt by the                  death. Revelation 2:11b 

Find a complete list of Scripture readings for the current sermon series,  
The SEVEN Churches of Revelation, online at www.westwoodcc.org/currentseries.

Here is my:

q Comment    q Prayer request for prayer team
q Prayer request for pastoral staff only
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Praying Together
We’d love to support you in prayer at the end of the 
service. In the morning, Prayer Team members are 
at the front of the Worship Center; in the evenings, 
a prayer station is located inside the right entrance 
of the Worship Center. You are welcome to use this 
area as a place of personal prayer.

The Table is another great place to post a prayer 
need and to pray for others in our community.  
Join The Table at www.westwoodcc.org/table.

Info Card Oct 5 & 6Vision Message

Please include name and contact information for 
follow-up by ministry staff.

Today’s Message

Coming up:
Engaged Couples class  Begins Oct 6
Ice Cream for a Hymn Sing Sun, Oct 6
Living the Life class Tues, Oct 8
Passport to Leadership class Oct 9–Nov 6
Fall Retreat, grades 6–8  Oct 11–13
Serve on Saturday  Sat, Oct 12
Hayride (Transformations)  Sat, Oct 12
Success Through Sabbath  Sun, Oct 13
Child Dedication class  Sun, Oct 13
Concert: In the Round  Thurs, Oct 17
MEA Getaway, grade 9  Oct 17–20

Upcoming Events

We’re glad you are worshiping here today! 
Stay for coffee and conversation afterwards (the coffee is on us for first-time visitors). 
Visit the Welcome Center near the main entrance where your questions will be 
answered and you’ll receive a free coffee voucher! If you are a newer to Westwood, 
join us Sunday, Oct 20 at 9:45am in the Priarie Room for “Getting Acquainted,” a small 
gathering to introduce you to our ministries, staff and others over light refreshments.

Meet Elizabeth Hunnicutt 

Stop by to meet Elizabeth Hunnicutt at a table in the Commons this weekend. Elizabeth’s 
CDs and resources will be available for sale after each service.

Communion
Today we come to the table, to remember 
Christ’s sacrifice. We invite everyone who is a 
follower of Jesus to participate in communion.

In the morning services... the bread 
and cup are passed to you as you are 
seated. Hold each element until everyone 
has received one and then we will all eat 
and drink together as Pastor Joel leads us. 
Gluten-free communion bread is available at 
each usher station.

In the ELEMENTS service... we invite you 
to come forward to the stations at the front 
of each aisle. The first server will be holding 
a tray of bread, remove a piece and then 
move to the second server who is holding 
the cup. Dip your bread into the cup, eat and 
drink before returning to your seat, using the 
walkways behind the side tiers. Gluten-free 
communion bread is available at the left side 
communion station.

Welcome to Westwood!

All upcoming events are listed online and in Volume One. Pick up a copy at the building 
exits. Also find information on small groups, classes and ministry teams!


