
Sermon Series Discussion Questions Sep 28 & 29, 2013
Seven 3: First Love in Ephesus 
Revelation 2:1–7

1. Ephesus was a leading city in all of Asia Minor. Why do you think 
the gospel went forth from the city first? Do you believe there is a 
corollary with the gospel and the large cities of today? 

2. The seven stars represent the seven angels whom God on high gives 
to encourage the churches. The seven lampstands represent the 
seven churches. Seven means ‘complete’ and therefore these seven 
lampstands represent all churches of all time. Read Matthew 5:13-14. 
How does the light of heaven infuse light on earth through local 
churches? Share how you think Westwood is or could better be light 
in our community. 

3. Revelation 2:1 reveals that “Jesus knows” us personally and 
collectively. Describe in one word how you feel about Him knowing 
you so well?

4. Jesus commends the church of Ephesus by identifying three qualities 
that reflect his vision for the church and its impact in the world. Each 
is stated. Answer the follow up questions.

a. You serve faithfully: Why is serving so critical to the churches 
vitality? How have you served and how has it shaped your 
growth in Christ? How might Westwood encourage people to 
engage in service in and through the local church?

b. You endure patiently: Why is it important to endure hardship 
with patience? Read James 1:2-8. Give personal examples of 
how you have endured hardship with patience.

c. You think doctrinally: There are many forces influencing 
how we think. Jesus commends them for not reacting to the 
jet streams of current cultural thought first, but God and His 
Word first. What do you do to help anchor your life first in 
God’s perspective before getting swallowed up in the voices of 
culture? Give examples. 

5. Jesus warns the Ephesian Church in verse 4 saying that they are at risk 
of losing their first love. When you first came to faith what did your 
love for Christ look like? What does it mean to lose that first love? 

6. Pastor Joel revisited the three laws of love as key to re-igniting 
passion for Christ. Identify which one you most often need to be 
reminded of…

a. To see people the way God sees people

b. To treat people the way you want to be treated

c. To love people the way God loves you

7. What does Jesus mean in verse 5 when He says, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent? 

8. Pray for Westwood Church and surrounding churches to be light 
before you close your time together. 



First Love in Ephesus (Revelation 2:1–7) Pastor Joel K. Johnson
Ephesus: The Great City 
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. Revelation	2:1

Jesus Commends the Church of Ephesus
I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear 
with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are 
not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for 
my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary.  Revelation	2:2-3 

•	 You                           faithfully 

•	 You                                   patiently 

•	 You                           doctrinally  
Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
 Revelation	2:6

Jesus Warns the Church of Ephesus 
But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 
 Revelation	2:4

•	 You have lost your                           love

How can I re-ignite a low flickering light?
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did 
at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless 
you repent.  Revelation	2:5

•	 Remember 

•	 Repent

•	 Repeat

Jesus’ Reward
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one 
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
 Revelation	2:7

Here is my:
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Praying Together
We’d love to support you in prayer at the end of the 
service. In the morning, Prayer Team members are 
at the front of the Worship Center; in the evenings, 
a prayer station is located inside the right entrance 
of the Worship Center. You are welcome to use this 
area as a place of personal prayer.

The Table is another great place to post a prayer 
need and to pray for others in our community.  
Join The Table at www.westwoodcc.org/table.

Info Card Sep 28 & 29Vision Message

Please include name and contact information for 
follow-up by ministry staff.

Today’s Message

Coming up:
WATCH, worship arts for students Sun, Sep 29
Essentials class Tues, Oct 1
Men’s Tuesday Night Bible Study  Begins Oct 1
SummerWood Senior Worship  Thurs, Oct 3
Confronting Cancer class Begins Oct 3
MOPS PM  Begins Oct 3
Engaged Couples class  Begins Oct 6
Ice Cream for a Hymn Sing Sun, Oct 6
Living the Life class Tues, Oct 8
Passport to Leadership class Oct 9–Nov 6
Fall Retreat, grades 6–8  Oct 11–13

Upcoming Events

We’re glad you are worshiping here today! 
Stay for coffee and conversation afterwards (the coffee is on us for first-time visitors). 
Visit the Welcome Center near the main entrance where your questions will be 
answered and you’ll receive a free coffee voucher! If you are newer to Westwood, join 
us the third Sunday of the month for a casual gathering:

Getting Acquainted
Sunday, Oct 20, 9:45am, Prairie Room (behind the fireplace)

Over light refreshments you’ll meet staff, ministry leaders and others new to Westwood. 
Children’s programming (birth–grade 5) is available.

Westwood is a great place for kids and students.

Our Children’s Ministry provides kids with a fun and secure environment to learn about Jesus 
and His love for them, and is available at all services. Downstairs at the Children’s Welcome 
Desk you will find friendly people to help you.

Sunday mornings at 11:05am and Wednesday nights, students gather for relevant teaching 
and to experience life in Christ together. Full information is in Volume One and online.

Greet our guest worship leader, Elizabeth Hunnicutt

Stop by to meet Elizabeth Hunnicutt at a table in the commons this weekend. Elizabeth’s 
CD’s and resources will be available for sale after each service.

Welcome to Westwood!

Your ONE spot for all the OCTOBER happenings is here!

All upcoming events are listed online and in Volume One. Pick up a copy at the building 
exits. Also find information on small groups, classes and ministry teams!


