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1. Give one word descriptions of what you think of when you 
hear “Revelation.” 

2. Now talk about the importance of the first words of Revelation…”the 
words of revelation of Jesus Christ” as it intersects with your one 
word descriptions. 

3. Read Revelation 1:9-20. Pastor Joel emphasized that what we behold 
we become. As we gaze at Jesus, and receive Him, we then become 
like Him. John’s vision of Jesus speaks to our personal needs. Review 
what John saw of Jesus and what we need from Jesus by answering the 
questions related to each vision of Jesus. Re-read the passage.

•	 “Seven golden lampstands”  Revelation 1:12

Meaning: Jesus is standing in the midst of the churches. 

What we need: The perseverance of Jesus in the face of affliction. 

Question: How has gazing, looking, or leaning on Jesus helped you 
in a time of affliction or difficulty? 

Question: It’s hard to look beyond yourself in time of need. What 
practices do you have to help turn your eye toward the Lord? 

•	 “One like a Son of Man”   Revelation 1:13

Meaning: Jesus has dominion, power and glory and over all nations 
and people.

What we need: The assurance of His sovereign authority in an 
unstable world.

Question: In light of the warring nations today and the evil around 
us do you find it difficult to embrace the sovereignty of Jesus over 
the nations? How do you bring personal resolve to this tension? 

•	 “Clothed with a robe and golden sash”  Revelation 1:13

Meaning: Jesus is the final high priest.

What we need: The decisive forgiveness for our sins.

Question: Share a time when you experienced the decisive 
forgiveness of Christ for sin. Or – how do you believe looking 
toward Jesus helps you to live life with freedom in light of the 
ongoing nature of sin within us. 

•	 “Hairs of his head were white, like wool, like snow”  Revelation 1:14

Meaning:  Jesus is the wisdom of everlasting age. 

What we need: We need the wisdom of Christ in the complexity 
of life.

Question: Read Romans 12:1-2 and discuss how you can discern 
what God’s good, pleasing and perfect will for your life is.

•	 “Eyes were like the flame of fire” Revelation 1:14

Meaning: Jesus has inexhaustible energy and strength. 

What we need: The ever ready energy and strength of Christ in the 
face of depleting pressures.

Question: What are the things that deplete your energy? How 
does looking at Jesus re-energize you in the midst of the draining 
influence of people and circumstances? Or – in what ways do you 
look to Jesus to find energy and strength?

Read Revelation 1:17-20. Our response is to worship Jesus and to not 
be afraid. How do you go about doing both?



Awesome Encounter (Revelation 1:9–20) Pastor Joel K. Johnson

John’s exile and vision  Revelation 1:9-11

Message: We need to see Jesus
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Revelation 1:9–20esv

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed 
in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on 
his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet 
were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, dou-
ble-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 
said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and 
now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. The mys-
tery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands 
is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
are the seven churches.
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