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Live with open hands...
and be awakened,  
be prepared and  

be a blessing. 
For stories of God at work in and 

through the people of Westwood visit 
westwoodcc.org/stories

Sunday Service Times
Chanhassen 

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

October 2, 2016

The drawing on the cover is part of an art show in 
conjunction with the Paradox series. Art by Billy Sveen is 
displayed in the tall hall and outside the Woodside room 
at the Chanhassen Campus, and in the main hallway at 
the Minnetonka Campus. We hope you spend some time 
taking in the art and take home a response sheet as you 
ponder the paradoxes of faith.

Meditation 13, pen and ink drawing, 2013



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVEFOR MORE WESTWOOD HAPPENINGS, VISIT WESTWOODCC.ORG

SURRENDER YOUR LIFE TO SAVE IT  October 2, 2016
Matthew 10:34–39

Welcome to Westwood!

WHAT’S NEXT

What’s Next is a great starting point for you whether 
you just walked in the door or you’ve been around for a 
bit! We want to get acquainted with who you are, share 
a little about who Westwood is, and help you explore 
opportunities to take whatever the next step is for you, 
whether that’s getting involved in a class, connecting in a 
small group, or through using your talents in volunteering. 
If you have kids, they are welcome to be a part of Kids’ 
programs (birth–grade 5) while you attend.

Chanhassen Campus: 
Sunday, October 30, 9:30–10:45am, A205

Minnetonka Campus: 
If you’re interested in getting involved at our Minnetonka 
Campus, stop by the Info Spot!

 

A DIVIDED HOUSE: 

My relationship with Jesus ________________________ my priorities in my relationships with others.  
Matthew 10:34–36

4 Jesus’ story

4 Your story 

My relationship with Jesus _____________________ my role in my relationship with others.  
Matthew 10:37–39 

BE AN UPSTANDER:     Luke 6:27–29 

 

4 Love your enemies

4 Do good to those who hate you

4 Bless those who curse you

4 Pray for those who hurt you

4 Be generous to those who take from you

COMMUNION TODAY

Today we will experience Communion. We invite everyone 
who is a follower of Jesus to participate. You do not need 
to be a member of Westwood.

In the morning services, the bread and cup are passed to 
you as you are seated. Hold each element until everyone 
has been served—then we eat and drink together. 
Gluten-free communion bread is available at usher 
stations.

In the evening service at our Chanhassen campus, we 
invite you to come forward to the stations at the front of 
the aisles. The first server will be holding a tray of bread. 
Choose a piece and move to the second server holding 
the cup. Dip your bread into the cup, eat and drink before 
returning to your seat, using the walkways behind the 
side tiers. Gluten-free communion bread is available at the 
front of the left side aisle.



Paradox:  Coming to Grips with the Contradictions of Jesus 
Surrender Your Life to Save It 

Matthew 10:34-39 
 
Small Group Discussion Questions 

1.   What’s the difference between believing Jesus Christ is Son of God and Savior of the world 
and following Jesus as Lord of your life? 

   
2.   When you decided to ‘follow Jesus’ how did it impact your relationship with family and 

friends? 
 

3.   Read Matthew 10:34-39.  The scriptures are filled with promises of peace that come to us 
from God.  The paradox in this passage is that Jesus does not bring peace, but the sword.  
What does he mean by this and what exactly is the sword?  Have you had someone oppose 
you because of your faith?  

 
4.   Pastor Joel indicated two realities that come to be when you follow Jesus: 

a.   My relationship with Jesus rearranges my priorities in my relationships with others  
b.   My relationship with Jesus defines my role in my relationship with others. 

Share with each other how your relationship with Jesus Christ rearranges or re-defines 
roles in relationships with family and friends today or in past experiences.  
 

5.   Why do you think that some families and friends react so harshly to those whom they love 
who follow Jesus in their life?  

 
6.   The big question is always how will we respond.  Joel invited us to be an upstander.  What 

is an upstander?  He encouraged us to take Jesus’ advice when he instructs us how we are 
to be and act to those who oppose us.  Put a family filter on when interpreting and applying 
Jesus’ instruction in Luke 6:27-29 (someone read it aloud in the group). Specifically, give 
examples of what each of these statements look like when someone close to you in the 
family or in friendship oppose your faith.  

•   Love your enemies 
•   Do good to those who hate you  
•   Bless those who curse you  
•   Pray for those who hurt you  
•   Be generous to those who take from you  

 
7.   How can practice any of these guidelines since such behavior is not natural nor easy?  

Conclude by praying for those in your family who oppose you and pray for our church and 
many families who feel this tension.   


