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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 6:30pm
Come early for dinner at 5:30pm!
Hosted at the Chanhassen Campus
westwoodcc.org/annualmeeting

BEAUTIFUL ORTHODOXY BIBLE READING PLAN
Join our community as we read the Word together. Each week you’ll 
find readings here that correspond to our message series. If you’d 
like a bookmark with six weeks of readings, visit the Info Spot or go 
to westwoodcc.org/readingplan

SEPTEMBER 24–30
What is creation?

Genesis 1 and 2 
Romans 8:18–30 
Psalm 8 
Psalm 33  
Psalm 92 
Isaiah 42:1–9

SEPTEMBER 17–23
What is God like?

Romans 1:16–32 
Nehemiah 9:6–15 
Joel 2:12-27 
Psalm 139 
Psalm 86 
Psalm 103

CD RELEASE NIGHT
Friday, October 6, 7:00–8:30pm

Lift up the name of Jesus at our worship event. Westwood’s worship 
collective, The Fold, will perform songs from their new CD, which will 
be available for purchase. Tickets are available at westwoodcc.org



IS THIS YOUR FIRST TIME HERE?  
SO GL AD YOU CAME!
Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: 
We begin with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are 
followed by a couple announcements, a time of prayer and offering. You’ll find teaching 
notes on the right side of the program so you can follow along during the message. We 
typically conclude our time by singing together. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, 
answer any questions you have, and give you some handy information. For 
kids and students, we offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our 
Westwood Kids desk would be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to 
God, who first loved us. 

09.17.2017    JOEL K. JOHNSON 
WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

CAMPUS EVENTS
For campus-specific events, small 
groups and other ways to connect, visit 
westwoodcc.org

WELCOME TO WESTWOOD! BEAUTIFUL ORTHODOXY

LIFE TRANSFORMED
Be equipped and encouraged in your 
faith. If you have not yet taken a step 
of involvement beyond worshiping 
on Sunday, or if you’re looking for a 
new start, Life Transformed is for you. 
Register online. 
Sundays, October 1–22 
Chanhassen: 10:30am–12:30pm 
Minnetonka: 9:30–11:00am

RESOURCES FOR 
PARENTS
We want to help parents in their role as 
the primary spiritual leaders for their kids. 
Grab a Launch Kit filled with tools and 
tips developed by our Kids and Student 
Ministries. Enjoy fun family-friendly 
activities, games and experiences. Drop 
in for one of our 10-minute Launch Talks.  
Chanhassen:  
Kids: Sundays, September 17 & 24 
during and following all services 
Students: Wednesdays, September 20 & 
27, 7:30–8:30pm

Minnetonka:  
Kids & Students: Sundays, September 
17 & 24 at coffee breaks 

You have searched me, LORD, 
and you know me.

2You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

3You discern my going out and my lying down; 
you are familiar with all my ways.

4Before a word is on my tongue 
you, LORD, know it completely.

5You hem me in behind and before, 
and you lay your hand upon me.

6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
too lofty for me to attain.

7Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence?

8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

9If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
if I settle on the far side of the sea,

10even there your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold me fast.

11If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
and the light become night around me,”

12even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
the night will shine like the day, 
for darkness is as light to you.

13For you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

14I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, 
I know that full well.

15My frame was not hidden from you 
when I was made in the secret place, 
when I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth.

16Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
all the days ordained for me were written in 
your book 
before one of them came to be.

17How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 
How vast is the sum of them!

18Were I to count them, 
they would outnumber the grains of sand— 
when I awake, I am still with you...

23Search me, God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

24See if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.

PSALM 139:1–18, 23–24 (NIV) MESSAGE: God is big but knows and 
cares for us personally and intimately. 

We’re searched by the 

___________________________God. 

Psalm 139:1–6

We hide from the 

___________________________ God. 

Psalm 139:7–12

We’re loved by the 

___________________________ God. 

Psalm 139:13–18

We welcome the 

___________________________ God. 

Psalm 139:23–24



Beautiful Orthodoxy #2  
What is God Like? 

 
God is Big but knows and cares for us personally and intimately. In Psalm 139 David tells us 
more about God than we are told practically anywhere else in the Bible and tells us just how 
awesome and Big God really is and how He cares for us personally. Pastor Joel looked at four 
attributes of God that demonstrate His personal care for us. Review each and answer the 
questions.  
 

• We’re Searched by the All-Knowing God (Ps. 139.1-6) 
1. What does this section say about how much God knows about us?  
2. In a day when the protection of privacy is such a high value, how does it make you feel 

that God knows everything about you? Why?  
 

• We Hide from the All-Present God (Ps. 139.7-12) 
1. How long have we been hiding? 
2. What does hiding look like? 
3. Why do we hide? 
4. Who do we hide from? 

 
 

• We’re Loved by the All-Caring God (Ps. 139.13-18) 
 

1. What words are used to describe how God made us? 
1. The Hebrew word in Psalm 139:7 can be translated either how precious are your thoughts 

or… How precious are your thoughts concerning me. This fits better in this context. 
Because the psalmist is offering us the way we can begin to open up. He is giving us here 
the secret to dealing with all of our fears. And what is it exactly that allows us to open up 
and as a result experience true intimacy? Can you give examples of this in your life?  

 
• We welcome the Always-Devoted God (Ps. 139.23, 24) 
1. I dare you to pray this prayer. This prayer is asking three things: 

o “God look at my inner person”  
o “Find anything that would cause you or others pain” and show me these things  
o “Lead me in your path of righteousness”  

2. How do any of the above expressions of Psalm 139 shape BEAUTIFUL OTHODOXY?  


