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Chanhassen • 952.224.7300 
Minnetonka • 952.224.7400 

SUMMER SERVICE TIMES

Through September 3

Chanhassen

8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  
& 5:00pm

Minnetonka

9:30am

We are so thankful for your financial gifts, which allow us to reach 
people here on campus and all around the world throughout the 
year. As Westwood comes to the end of our fiscal year July 31, 
2017, we ask for your ongoing financial support. You can give by 
texting the keyword “westwoodchn” or “westwoodmtk” to 77977 
or visit our website for other ways to give.

YOUR GIVING 
MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE

July 30, 2017



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVE

WELCOME TO WESTWOOD! 07.30.2017     The Difficulty is Removed     Brian Suter

Acts 15:1–35: The Council at Jerusalem & The Letter to Gentile Believers

Verses 5–11: The debate

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 6The apostles and elders met 
to consider this question. 7After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you 
know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips 
the message of the gospel and believe. 8God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them 
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9He did not discriminate between us and them, 
for he purified their hearts by faith. 10Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks 
of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”

Verse 19: The determination

It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning  
to God.

Verse 24–29: The letter

We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling 
your minds by what they said. 25So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with 
our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 27Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are 
writing. 28It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the 
following requirements: 29You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat 
of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell.

Verse 31: The reaction

The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message.

THE ART OF NEIGHBORING

MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR  

We’d love to welcome you to the family of 
Westwood. Membership has many benefits 
including being able to share your voice on key 
issues regarding the church. At this seminar, you 
will learn about values, mission and beliefs of 
Westwood and get all your questions answered 
from leaders and staff. Wednesday, August 9 & 
16, 7:00–9:00pm, at the Chanhassen Campus. 
Register online.

For campus specific events, small groups and 
other ways to connect, visit westwoodcc.org

Get the current Bible Reading Plan at westwoodcc.org/readingplan or at the Info 
Spot and find daily readings that correspond to our message series.

CAMPUS EVENTS

BIBLE READING PLAN

WHEELERS 12TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW 

The annual Wheelers Car Show is a great family 
event. You are bound to see cars that take you 
back to when you were a kid as well as highly 
modified cars to “wow” your whole family. If 
you own an interesting car, bring it to the show 
for display. You might just win a trophy. Food 
is available for purchase. Saturday, August 26, 
9:00am–12:00pm, Westwood Chanhassen lower 
level parking lot.

 



Art	of	Neighboring	#5	–	The	Confidence	that	Compels	 	 	 	 	 	 	 July	23,	2017	
	
Opening	Questions	

1. We’re	in	the	5th	week	of	the	Art	of	Neighboring	series.	So	far,	what	have	been	some	of	your	G.P’s	(That	stands	
for	“God	Promptings”	–	little	nudges	from	God	to	help	you	know	him	and	follow	him).	
	

2. Have	you	been	praying	for	people	in	your	“Oikos?”	What	has	been	happening	as	you	have	been	praying?		
	

3. On	a	scale	of	1-10,	how	confident	do	you	feel	about	sharing	your	faith	with	people	who	don’t	share	your	
commitment	to	Christ?	
	

The	Confidence	that	Compels	->	Going,	Sharing,	and	Facing	Resistance	
This	is	a	message	about	how	we	may	face	resistance	as	we	share	our	faith	from	time	to	time.	It	is	important	how	we	tell	
the	story	and	how	we	will	navigate	resistance	when	it	arises.	There	is	no	confidence	like	the	confidence	that	comes	from	
knowing	Christ.	

	
1. As	a	group,	read	the	story	together.	Acts	13:1–52.	Have	everybody	read	one	verse	at	a	time	around	the	circle	

until	you’ve	read	the	whole	thing.	It’s	a	big	passage	–	hang	in	there.	
	

a. Focus	on	verse	44.	Almost	the	whole	city	came	together.		
i. Why	do	you	think	that	people	were	so	compelled?		
ii. What	do	you	think	that	Paul	and	Barnabas	did	in	order	to	facilitate	such	a	response?		
iii. Do	you	think	their	confidence	in	Christ	played	any	sort	of	a	role	or	not?	

	
2. In	the	life	of	a	Jesus	follower,	what	do	you	think	are	some	things	that	can	be	done	to	cultivate	confidence	in	

Christ	that	leads	us	to	share	our	faith?	
	

3. Dallas	Willard	wrote	these	words	in	his	book,	“The	Spirit	of	the	Disciplines.”	Read	it	together	and	react	to	it	as	a	
group:	
	
“There	is	a	special	evangelistic	work	to	be	done,	of	course,	and	there	are	special	callings	to	it.	But	if	those	in	the	
churches	really	are	enjoying	fullness	of	life,	evangelism	will	be	unstoppable	and	largely	automatic.”	

	
A	confidence	that	compels…	
Review	each	of	these	together	with	the	corresponding	scriptures.	Then	discuss	questions	below…	

1. Is	gentle	and	respectful			 -	 1	Peter	3:15–16	
2. Jumps	in	the	water	 	 -	 John	1:14	
3. Puts	words	to	faith	 	 -	 Acts	13:5	
4. Leaves	the	changing	to	God	 -	 1	Corinthians	3:6–7	

	
Questions:	

- What	did	each	of	these	mean	to	you?	
- Which	of	these	do	you	feel	like	you’re	doing	best	at?	
- Which	of	these	do	you	sense	God	prompting	you	to	grow	in?	
- What	is	a	next	step	for	you	in	regard	to	growing	in	your	own	confidence	that	compels?	

	
Pray	together	to	end	your	time.	Also,	pray	for	people	by	name	in	your	life	that	you’re	wanting	to	help	come	to	Christ.		


