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Sunday
Service
Times

Chanhassen 
8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  

& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

Visit westwoodcc.org to download phone, tablet and desktop backgrounds 
and join the Westwood community in memorizing our 2017 theme verses. 

For “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”

14But how can they call on him to 
save them unless they believe in 
him? And how can they believe 
in him if they have never heard 
about him? And how can they 
hear about him unless someone 
tells them? 15And how will anyone 
go and tell them without being 
sent? That is why the Scriptures 
say, “How beautiful are the feet of 
messengers who bring good news!”

ROMANS 10:13–15 (NLT)

FaithSearch
Discovery Seminar
Tuesdays, April 25–May 2, 7:00–8:30pm 
Hosted at the Chanhassen Campus

If you want to know more 
about why Christians 
believe or want to 
strengthen your faith, you’ll 
find evidence-based truth 
in this compelling seminar. 
Register at westwoodcc.org



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 

WATCH WESTWOOD SERVICES | WESTWOODCC.ORG/LIVE

WELCOME TO WESTWOOD! 04.02.2017     Trusting God After the Worst Day of Your Life     Joel K. Johnson

EASTER SERVICES & RSVP INFORMATION

As you begin to plan for Easter, we hope 
Westwood will be part of your celebration. Let us 
know which service you and your guests will be 
attending. Simply go to our website:  
westwoodcc.org/easter

Chanhassen Campus: 
Saturday, April 15 
4:00 and 6:00pm

Sunday, April 16 
7:40, 9:00, 10:30am and 12:00pm

Minnetonka Campus: 
Sunday, April 16 
9:30 and 11:00am

Ride the WaveRide the Wave

For campus specific events, small groups and other 
ways to connect, visit westwoodcc.org

CAMPUS EVENTS

How do you trust God after going through the worst day of your life?

You ______________________ believe in who God is.

You ______________________ believe in what God can do.

You _________________________________ God to work through you. 

COMMUNION TODAY

Today we will experience Communion. We invite 
everyone who is a follower of Jesus to participate. 
You do not need to be a member of Westwood.

In the morning services, the bread and cup are 
passed to you as you are seated. Hold each 
element until everyone has been served—then we 
eat and drink together. Gluten-free communion 
bread is available at usher stations.

In the evening service at our Chanhassen campus, 
we invite you to come forward to the stations 
at the front of the aisles. The first server will be 
holding a tray of bread. Choose a piece and move 
to the second server holding the cup. Dip your 
bread into the cup, eat and drink before returning 
to your seat, using the walkways behind the side 
tiers. Gluten-free communion bread is available at 
the front of the left side aisle.

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for 
him. 3But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and 
women and put them in prison.
4Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5Philip went down to a city 
in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he 
performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of 
many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8So there was great joy in that city.

Acts 8:1–8 (NIV)



Trusting God After the Worst Day of Your Life 
Acts 8:1-8 

 

1. What is a ‘Worst Day’ in your life experience and how did you move forward the next 
day?  
 

2. Read Acts 8:1-8. At the end of Acts 7 the great and wise leader Stephen was stoned to 
death. What happened to the church after Stephen’s death? 

 
3. Persecution comes against Christians in force because of Stephen. In Acts 11:19 it says, 

“the persecution that arose of Stephen.” It would be easy to imagine some well-
intentioned Christians saying, “If Stephen would have kept quiet and not said what he did 
then Stephen would still be alive and we wouldn’t be forced out of our homes.” What do 
you see in this passage communicates the opposite --that in fact, Stephen is honored. 
What did the disciples do who fled Jerusalem? Read Acts 8:1. What is God’s vision and 
mission? So what did it take to get the gospel out of Jerusalem?  
 

4. How are we introduced to Saul? What was Saul’s role in this? Do you know people who 
are opposed to you because of your faith in Christ? How does opposition come to you? 
How do you face it? Does it give you hope to know that Saul the persecutor becomes 
Paul the gospel proclaimer? Have you had someone oppose you then later become a 
comrade, a friend, or someone who is for you? What does this say about grace?  
 

5. Who was Philip? Where did he go from Jerusalem? What was the outcome and why? 
How might our comfort and luxury of our lives cause us to remain safe and reserved 
about sharing the gospel? And what happens to our desire to fulfill God’s mission, or to 
freely express faith after the worst times in our life? In other words, how do we typically 
turn to God and obey God in good times as compared to suffering times?  
 

6. No doubt Stephen’s death was a worst day experience for all who knew him and loved 
him. Christians in the United States by in large, do not experience this kind of 
persecution but it is experienced all around the world today. We do however experience 
deep loss and grief in other “worst days’ realities. The question remains the same: How 
do we trust God after going through the worst day of your life. Pastor Joel outlined three 
ways from this story.  
 
a. We unshakeable believe in who God is. We change because of worst days. But The 

worst day of your life does not change the nature of God, or the nature of God's love 
for you. The worst day of your life is just that - the worst day of your life. What is it 
about God’s character that allows you to move forward after your worst day? As a 
group share different attributes of God that have helped you.  

b. You confidently believe in what God can do. What did God do in our passage after 
Stephen’s death? After ‘worst days’ experiences we are filled with questions about 
God and why He allows certain things to happen. But when we embrace the fact that 
God continues to work even in and after our hardest days. God used persecution to 



chase the gospel to every corner of the world. How does it help you to know that God 
continues to work in and through your hardest crisis? Do you have stories of this 
lived out in your own life?  

c. You steadily allow God to work through you. Read Acts 8:5 again. Philip did 
something we all must do if we'll ever see good come out of the worst day of our 
lives. Philip kept breathing, kept moving, and kept living. When he got his breath, 
when he made plans for the next day of life, he kept his faith. He did not turn away 
from his God, he did not leave the family of faith, he did not lose his trust in Christ. 
What would the next day or days after the worst day in your life if you embraced this 
truth that God is going to work through you?  
 


