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April 2 ........................Persecuted....................................................................... Acts 7:54–60

April 9 ........................Prepared to Proclaim ....................................................... Acts 8:26–40

April 16....................... The Best of the Best ............................................................Acts 9:1–19

UPCOMING MESSAGES
Ride the WaveRide the Wave

Sunday
Service
Times

Chanhassen 
8:15, 9:30, 11:00am  

& 5:00pm

Minnetonka 
9:30 & 11:00am

Visit westwoodcc.org to download phone, tablet and desktop backgrounds 
and join the Westwood community in memorizing our 2017 theme verses. 

For “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”

14But how can they call on him to 
save them unless they believe in 
him? And how can they believe 
in him if they have never heard 
about him? And how can they 
hear about him unless someone 
tells them? 15And how will anyone 
go and tell them without being 
sent? That is why the Scriptures 
say, “How beautiful are the feet of 
messengers who bring good news!”

ROMANS 10:13–15 (NLT)



Is this your first time here? So glad you came!

Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the scoop: We begin 
with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The songs are followed by a couple 
announcements, a time of prayer and offering. The sermon message is given, and the service typically 
concludes with a song. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids’ desk would 
be glad to help you. Come, let’s give our love to God, who first loved us. 
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EASTER SERVICES & RSVP INFORMATION

As you begin to plan for Easter, we hope Westwood 
will be part of your celebration. Let us know which 
service you and your guests will be attending. Simply 
go to our website: westwoodcc.org/easter

Chanhassen Campus: 
Saturday, April 15 
4:00 and 6:00pm

Sunday, April 16 
7:40, 9:00, 10:30am and 12:00pm

Minnetonka Campus: 
Sunday, April 16 
9:30 and 11:00am

CHILD DEDICATION 

We love to celebrate the gift of a new baby through 
Child Dedication. We do this during regular worship 
services, generally on the fourth Sunday of each 
month. This is a special way to give thanks to God for 
the precious gifts of a child He has bestowed upon 
us and to offer up prayers for the family. To get more 
information or to have your child dedicated, head to 
our website.
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For campus specific events, small groups and other 
ways to connect, visit westwoodcc.orgCAMPUS EVENTS

Acts 6:11–7:53

Introduction

Three essential keys to interpreting the Bible:

We WRONGLY interpret the Scriptures when we make God too small by ______________________  

Him to a particular place, or nation, or thing. 

We WRONGLY interpret the Scriptures when we don’t see our own ___________________ and 

________________________.

We RIGHTLY interpret the Scriptures when we read it as a ___________________ to 

___________________.
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Ride the Wave #12 
Interpretation Matters  

Acts 6:11-7:53 
 

“It may be said without qualification that every man is as holy and as full of the Spirit as he 
wants to be. He may not be as full as he wishes he were, but he is most certainly as full as he 
wants to be.” ― A.W. Tozer  

 
1. Pastor Joel related effective leadership to the presence and power of God at work through 

you when you make thousands of right little decisions. These ‘little’ decisions form the 
foundation of your life to prepare you for the ‘big’ decision made in times of opportunity 
and crisis. Share with each other a time of “big’ decision that you have faced well 
because of the self-discipline you exercised around making the right ‘little’ decisions 
along the way to the big one.  
 

2. This is the longest section in Acts to date. Acts 6 and 7 center on the ministry and 
martyrdom of Stephen. It includes Stephen’s speech which is not only the longest in Acts, 
but many scholars believe the most important as it relates to how we interpret scripture 
correctly. Read 6:8-7:1. What do we learn about Stephen and how might the little 
decisions have postured his life for this moment? Stephen is surprised by his arrest. He 
faces false accusations and terrifying moments. What is he accused of? How is this like 
what Jesus faced?  
 

3. There is an argument between Christian Jews like Stephen, and the Jewish High Priests 
and ruling council called the Sanhedrin about the proper interpretation of the Hebrew 
Bible that we call the Old Testament.  
a. We WRONGLY interpret the Scriptures when we make God too small by reducing 

Him to a particular place, or nation, or thing. 
1. Stephen speaks about key Old Testament characters. Why does he say what he 

says about each of them.  
2. How might we make God too small in our day?  
3. Why can’t God be reduced to a particular place, or nation, or thing? 

b. We WRONGLY interpret the Scriptures when we don’t see our own sin and 
limitations. 
a. Read Acts 7:51. What is meant by being stiff-necked? What does it mean to be 

accused of having an uncircumcised heart?  
b. Why is it important to be self-aware concerning our own sin when reading and 

interpreting the scriptures and when interfacing with people whom we judge as 
sinners?  

c. Is there a major area of my life that I am stiffening my neck and refusing to 
surrender to God’s yoke?  

 
c. We RIGHTLY interpret the Scriptures when we read it as a pointer to Christ.  

1. All the scriptures are meant to point to Christ. This is what Stephen’s ultimate 
point was in his battle with the Jewish High Priests and the Jewish ruling council. 
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He said, “Guys, you misread the scripture because the entire scripture only gets 
unlocked for us when we read it in terms of Jesus the Messiah.” You have thrown 
away the key. How does Joseph (Acts 7:9-10,13) point to Jesus? Moses? 

2. Not only is the Bible supposed to be a pointer to Christ, our own lives are 
supposed to be sign posts pointing to Christ. Read Acts 7:54-60. What parallels 
are there between the death of Stephen and the death of Jesus? How does your life 
point to Jesus?  

3. What is significant about Jesus standing as Stephen dies when He is always 
revealed to us as sitting at the right hand of God the Father? How does this inspire 
us in the way we live our lives knowing we will someday die?  

 
	  


