
B I B L E  R E A D I N G  P L A N
Join us in reading the Bible together. Look for readings 
that correspond to our message series Surprise in the 
program each week. Missed a week? You can find it on 
our app or at westwoodcc.org/readingplan 

Ephesians 4:1–5 
1 Corinthians 12:4 –11 
Romans 12:3 – 8 
Hebrews 13:16 
Matthew 28: 16 –20

Holy Week at Westwood

MINNETONKA 

Wednesday, March 28
6:00pm
CHANHASSEN 

Thursday, March 29 
5:45 & 7:30pm

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy Thursday is a somber, 
reflective service that allows us 
to connect with the suffering and 
death Jesus endured on our behalf. 

It was the best surprise ending of 
all! Invite a friend and celebrate 
Easter with us at Westwood. We’d 
love to know which service you 
and your guests will be attending. 
Simply go to our website to RSVP: 
westwoodcc.org/easter

MINNETONKA
SUNDAY, APRIL 1
9:30 & 11:00am

CHANHASSEN
SATURDAY, MARCH 31
4:00 & 6:00pm
SUNDAY, APRIL 1
 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
& 12:30pm

EASTER

Kids programs for birth–grade 5 available during all services

Surprised by Unmet Expectations   |   03.25.18   |  Joel K. Johnson

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
Matthew 21:10

Message: Expectations can lead to disappointment or hope

Surprised by the people to whom the King comes  Matthew 21:1–3 

Surprised by the perplexing way the King comes  Matthew 21:4–5 

Surprised by the purpose of the King’s coming Matthew 21:6–9 

Surprised by the person who comes as King Matthew 21:10–11



WE’RE SO 
GLAD YOU’RE 
HERE TODAY.

Is this your first time here? Welcome! Stop by the Info Spot 
before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids 
and students, we offer great programs specially tailored to their 
ages. The team at the Westwood Kids desk is happy to help you get 
them connected. 

westwoodcc.org



Surprise!? 
#1 Surprised by Unmet Expectations 

Palm Sunday  
  March 25, 2018 
 

1. We all love new arrivals. In this week’s message we heard about the arrival of the 
Beatles, the Pope to the USA, and soldiers returning home from military service. Share 
with your group the story of an ‘arrival’ that made an impression on your life.  
  

2. Most people live with high expectations of themselves or others. Disappointment usually 
follows when expectations are not met, and exhilaration often follows when expectations 
are realized. We’re always adjusting expectations in a high expectation world. How do 
you handle the situations when expectations are unmet? Why? 
 

3. Read Matthew 21:1-11 which tells the story of the greatest arrival in human history, 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The expectations were off the chart. Jesus’s arrival 
is filled with surprises. Answer the following questions from the text and message.  
 
a. They were surprised by the people to whom the king comes. He comes for those who 

are available. Where do you see this in the story? What does ‘availability’ mean in 
terms of who you are and what you have, specifically in terms of your time, skills, 
wallet, house, toys, etc? Can you honestly say that you and your stuff is at the 
disposal of the Lord? Explain. 

b. They were surprised by the perplexity of how Jesus comes as King. The King of War 
would ride a war horse into the city. The King of Peace would ride a donkey. The 
word translated “gentle” also is translated “humble” and “afflicted.” Jesus comes to 
Jerusalem as the King who is afflicted. Why is that important to us?  

c. They were surprised by the purpose of the King’s coming. Why did Jesus come – 
read Psalm 118:25-26. Why were they shouting Hosanna! What did the people 
expect? What did they do when they believed their expectation was spot on and what 
did they do when they realized their expectation would be unmet? Have you ever 
prayed and prayed and prayed for something and gotten exactly the opposite of what 
you prayed for? Have you ever thought to yourself, “What’s the point of praying 
when instead of my dreams being realized, what I am experiencing is my worst 
nightmare? Everything that I feared has come upon me.” Pastor Joel invited us to hide 
a truth in our heart in such times – what is that truth? 

d. They were surprised by the person who comes as King. See vs’s 11-12. Then read 
Psalm 118:22-24. Who is Jesus? He is the stone that builders rejected. But he became 
the capstone – the apex of an arch that holds the arch together. Jesus is what you and I 
need to fill the holes and the cracks in our lives. What happens when we reject the 
capstone? Do you have a story related to such a time? 

	


