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Psalm 52:8–9

Romans 8:20–21

Philippians 4:11–13

Joshua 10:25

Romans 5:2–7

BIBLE READING PLAN

Join us in reading the Bible together. Look 
for readings that correspond to our message 
series, Keeping Hope Alive on the back of the 
program each week. Missed a week? You can 
find it at westwoodcc.org/readingplan 

Memorize this year's theme verse with us. Cut out the 
cover and put it where you'll see it. 



IS THIS YOUR FIRST TIME HERE? SO GLAD YOU CAME!
Welcome to Westwood! If you are unfamiliar with the flow of our service, here’s the 
scoop: we begin with a few worship songs. The lyrics are found on the big screens. The 
songs are followed by a couple announcements, a time of prayer and offering. You’ll 
find teaching notes on the right side of the program so you can follow along during the 
message. We typically conclude our time by singing together. 

Stop by the Info Spot before or after the service. We’d love to meet you, answer any 
questions you have, and give you some handy information. For kids and students, we 
offer great programs specially tailored to their ages. Our Westwood Kids desk would be 
glad to help you. 

W E L C O M E
2018 THEME VERSE 

But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God's unfailing love 
for ever and ever. 9For what you have done I will always praise you in the presence of 
your faithful people. And I will hope in your name, for your name is good.

Psalm 52:8–9 (NIV)

Hope: the ongoing feeling of expectation and desire that a certain thing will happen. 

Three ingredients of hope: 

• Wishing for something to happen 

• Imagining it happening 

• Believing it will happen 

The context of Psalm 52: trouble

Four foundational hope questions:

• Am I ________________________?  Psalm 52:8a

• Am I ________________________?    Psalm 52:8b

• Am I ________________________?  Psalm 52:9a

• Am I ________________________?  Psalm 52:9b

COMMUNION

Today we will experience Communion. 
We invite everyone who is a follower of 
Jesus to participate. You do not need 
to be a member of Westwood.

The bread and cup are passed to you 
as you are seated. Hold each element 
until everyone has been served—then 
we eat and drink together. Gluten-free 
communion bread is available at usher 
stations.

RESOURCES FOR GROWTH

We want you to have what you need to 
grow in your relationship with Jesus. 
Pick up the January/February Volume 
One, where you'll find the latest  
information on classes and groups or 
go to our website. And to take what 
you learn on Sunday into your week, 
be sure to check out our Bible reading 
plan on the back side of this program.

T O  W E S T W O O D

K E E P I N G  H O P E  A L I V E
01.07.18     The DNA of Hope     Joel K. Johnson

CAMPUS EVENTS For campus-specific events, small groups and 
other ways to connect, visit westwoodcc.org



Keeping Hope Alive #1 
The DNA of Hope 

Psalm 52  
 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS  
 

1. On a scale of 1-10, one being low and ten being high, where are you on the hope scale in 
your life today? Why? And why is hope so important for living? 
 

2. What are the three ingredients to hope as defined by Lewis Smedes and shared by Pastor 
Joel in his Christmas Eve meditation and Sunday’s message? Can you identify something 
in your personal or professional life that you could apply this DNA of hope to for 2018? 
What would that be?  
 

3. Read Psalm 52. What is David’s complaint in the first seven verses?  
 

4. Pastor Joel applied four questions to the foundation of hope revealed by David in Psalm 
52:8–9. Which question relates best to your need in keeping hope alive? Explain the 
general meaning from each expression as it relates to the verse identified.  
 

• Am I flourishing? – like what? Vs.8a 
• Am I trusting? – in whom?   Vs.8b  
• Am I praising? – where?   Vs 9a 
• Am I thinking? – about what?  Vs 9b  

 
5. Pastor Joel shared that the theme for 2018 is “Keeping Hope Alive,” and the theme verse 

is Psalm 52:8–9. Please memorize this verse and in your next meeting share it with 
someone. Close by praying for each other to keep hope alive, and for Westwood to have 
hope as we serve Jesus Christ boldly with great love.  

 

	


